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SECTION FIRST. 

VIEW OF THE COUNTRY AS FORMED BY NATURE. 

At Lucerne, in Switzerland, is shewn a Model 
of the Alpine country which encompasses the 
Lake of the four Cantons. The spectator as<- 
cends. a little platform, and sees mountains, 
lakes, glaciers, rivers, woods, water&lls, and 
vallies, with theur cottages, and every other 
object contained in them, lying at his feet ; all 
things being represented in their appropriate 
coloiurs. It maybe easily conceived that this exhi- 
bition affords an exquisite delight to the imagin- 
ation, tempting it to wander at will from valley 
to valley, from mountain to mountain, through 
the deepest recesses of the Alps* But it supplies 
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2 VALES DIVERGING FROM 

also a more substantial pleasure: for the sub- 
lime and beautifiil region, with all its hidden 
treasures, and their bearings and relations to 
each other, is thereby comprehended and un- 
derstood at once. 

Something of this kind, without touching 
upon minute details and individualities which 
would only confuse and embarrass, will here be 
attempted, in respect to the Lakes in the north 
of England, and the vales and mountains en- 
closing and surrounding them. The delineation, 
if tolerably executed, will, in some instances, 
communicate to the traveller, who has already 
seen the objects, new information; and will 
assist in giving to his recollections a more 
orderly arrangement than his own opportu- 
nities of observing may have permitted him to 
make ; while it will be still more usefiil to the 
future traveller, by directing his attention at 
once to distinctions* in things which, without 
such previous aid, a length of time only could 
enable him to discover. It is hoped, also^ that 
this Essay may become generally serviceable, 
by leading to habits of more exact and consi- 
derate observation than, as far as the writer 



A COMMON CENTRE. 3 

knows, have hitherto been applied to local 
scenery. 

To begin, then, with the main outlines of the 
country ; — I know not how to give the reader a 
distinct image of these more readily, than by 
requesting him to place himself with me, in 
imagination, upon some given point; let it be 
the top of either of the mountains, Great Gavel, 
or Scawfell ; or, rather, let us suppose our sta- 
tion to be a cloud hanging midway between 
those two mountains, at not more than half a 
mile's distance firom the summit of each, and 
not many yards above their highest elevation ; 
we shall then see stretched at our feet a number 
of vallies, not fewer than eight, diverging from 
the point, on which we are supposed to stand, 
like spokes firom the nave of a wheel. First, 
we note, lying to the south-east, the vale of 
Langdale*, which will conduct the eye to the 
long lake of Winandermere stretched nearly to 
the sea; or rather to the sands of the vast bay 

» 

* Andently spelt Langden, and so called by the old 
inhabitants to this day — dean, from which the latter part 
of the word is derived, being in many parts of England 
a name for a valley. 
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^ YAiiES DIVERGING FROM 

of Morcamb, serving here for the rim of this 
imaginary wheel ; — let us trace it in a directi<Hi 
from the south-east towards the south, and we 
shall next fix our eyes upon the vale of Co- 
niston, running up likewise from the sea, but 
not (as all the other vallies do) to the nave of 
the wheel, and therefore it may be not inaptly 
represented as a broken spoke sticking in the 
rim. Looking forth again, with an inclination 
towards the west, immediately at our feet lies 
the vale of Duddon, in which is no lake, but a 
copious stream windmg among fields, rocks, and 
mountains, and terminating its course in the 
sands of Duddon. The fourth vale, next to 
be observed, viz. that of the Esk, is of the same 
general character as the last, yet beautifully 
discriminated from it by peculiar features. Its 
stream passes under the woody steep upon 
which stands Muncaster Castle, the ancient seat 
of the Penningtons, and after forming a short 
and narrow aestuary enters the sea below the 
little town of Ravenglass. Next, almost due 
west, look down into, and along the deep valley 
of Wastdale, with its little chapel and half a 
dozen neat dwellings scattered upon a plain of 



A COMMON CEKTRE.' 8 

meadow and corn-ground intersected with stone 
walls apparently innumerable, like a large piece of 
lawless patch-work, or an array pf mathematical 
figures, such as in the ancient schools of geo-^ 
metry might have been sportively and fantasti- 
cally traced out upon sand. Beyond this little 
fertile plain lies, within its bed of steep moun-^" 
tains, the long, narrow, stem, and desolate Lake 
of Wastdale; and, beyond this, a dusky tract 
of level ground conducts the eye to the Irish 
Sea. The. stream that issues fi*om Wast-water 
is named the Irt, and fells into the aestuary of 
the river Esk. Next comes in view Ennerdale, 
with its lake of bold and somewhat savage shores.- 
Its stream, the Ehen or Enna, flowing through 
a soft and fertile country, passes the townof Egre- 
mont — and the ruins of the casde,- then, seem-^ 
ing, like the other rivers, to break through the 
barrier of sand thrown up by the. winds on this 
tempestuous coast, enters the Irish Sea. The 
vale of Buttermere, with the lake and village of 
that name, and Crummock-water, beyond, next 
present themselves. We will follow the main 
stream, the Cocker, through the fertile and 
beautiful vale of Lorton, till- it is lost in the 
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6 DIVERGING FROM, &C. 

Derwent, below the noble ruins of Cockermoutb 
Castle. Lastly, Borrowdale, of which the vale of 
Keswick is only a continuation, stretching due 
north, brings us to a point nearly opposite to 
the vale of Winandermere with which we began. 
From this it will appear, that the image of a 
wheel, thus far exact, is little more than one half 
complete ; but the deficiency on^the eastern side 
may be supplied by the vales of Wythebum, 
Ulswater, Hawswater, and the vale of Grasmere 
and Rydal ; none of these, however, run up to 
the central point between Great Gavel and Scaw- 
fell. From this, hitherto our central point, take 
a flight of not more than three or four miles 
eastward to the ridge of Helvellyn, and you will 
look down upon Wythebum and St. John's Vale, 
which are a branch of the vale of Keswick ; 
upon Ulswater, stretching due east, and not far 
beyond to the south-east, (though from this point 
not visible,) lie the vale and lake of Hawswater ; 
and lastly, the vale of Grasmere, Rydal, and 
Ambleside, brings you back to Winandermere, 
thus completing, though on the eastern side in 
a somewhat irregular manner, the representative 
figure of the wheel. 



LIGHT AND SHADOW. 7 

Such, concisely given, is the general topogra* 
phical view of the country of the Lakes in the 
north of England ; and it may be observed, that, 
from the circumference to the centre, that is, 
from the sea or plain country to the mountain 
stations specified, there is — in the several ridges 
that enclose these vales and divide them from 
each other, I mean in the forms and surfaces, 
first of the swelling grounds, next of the hills 
and rocks, and lastly of the mountains— an as- 
cent of almost rescular inradation from eleirance 

and sublimity. It follows therefore from this, 
first, that, these rocks, hills, and moimtains, must 
present themselves to view in stages rising above 
each other, the mountains clustering together 
towards the central point; and, next, that an 
observer familiar with the several vales, must, 
from their various position in relation to the sun, 
have had before his eyes every possible embel- 
lishment of beauty, dignity, and splendour, which 
light and shadow can bestow upon objects so 
diversified. For example, in the vale of Wihan- 
dermere, if the spectator looks for gentle and 
lovely scenes, his eye is turned towards the 
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8 LIGHT AND SHADOW. 

south ; if for the grand, towards the north ; in the 
vale of Keswick) which (as hath been said) lies 
almost due north of this, it is directly the reverse. 
Hence, when the sun is setting in summer far to 
the north-west) it is seen by the spectator fi:om 
the shores or breast of Winandermere, resting 
among the summits of the loftiest mountains, 
some of which will perhaps be half or wholly 
hidden by clouds, or by the blaze of light which 
the orb diffuses around it; and the sur&ce of 
the lake will reflect before the eye correspondent 
colours through every variety of beauty, and 
through all degrees of splendour. In the vale 
of Keswick, at the same period, the sun sets over 
the humbler regions of the landscape, and 
showers down upon tkem the radiance which at 
once veils and glorifies, — sending forth, mean- 
while, broad streams of rosy, crimson, purple, or 
golden light, towards the grand mountains in 
the south and south-^east, which, thus illuminated, 
with all their projections and cavities, and with 
an intermixture of solemn shadows, are seen dis- 
tinctly through a cool and clear atmosphere. 
Of course, there is as marked a difference be- 
tween the noontide appearance of these two 
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opposite vales. The bedimming haze that over^ 
spreads the south, and the dear atmosphere and 
determined shadows of the clouds in the norths 
at the same time of the day, are each seen in 
these several vales, with a contrast as striking. 
The reader will easily conceive in what degree 
the intermediate vales partake of the same 
variety. 

I do not indeed know any tract of coimtry in 
which, within so narrow a compass, may be found 
an equal variety in the influences of light and 
shadow upon the sublime or beautiful features 
of landscape ; and it is owing to the combined 
circumstances to which I have directed the rea- 
der's attention. From a point between Great 
Qavel and Scawfell, a shepherd would not re- 
quire more than an hour to descend into any 
one of eight of the principal vales by which he 
would be surrounded ; and all the others lie (with 
the exception of Hawswater) at but a small dis- 
tance. Yet, though clustered together, every 
valley has its distinct and separate character ; in 
some instances, as if they had been formed in 
studied contrast to each other, and in others with 
the united pleasing differences and resemblances 
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10 MOUNTAINS* 

of a sisterly rivalship. This concentration of 
interest gives to the country a decided superiority 
over the most attractive districts of Scotland and 
WaleS) especially for the pedestrian traveller. 
In Scotland and Wales are found, undoubtedly, 
individual scenes, which, in their several kinds, ^ 
cannot be excelled. But, in Scotland, particu- 
larly, what long tracts of desolate country in- 
tervene ! so that the traveller, when he reaches 
a spot deservedly of great celebrity, would find 
it difficult to determine how much of his plear> 
sure is owing to excellence inherent in the landr 
scape itself; and how much to an instantaneous 
recovery from an oppression left upon his spirits 
by the barrenness and desolation through whicb 
he has passed. 

But, to proceed with our survey ; — and, first, 
of the Mountains. Their form$ are endlessly 
diversified, sweeping easily or boldly in simple 
majesty, abrupt and precipitous, or soft and ele- 
gant. In magnitude and grandeur they are 
individually inferior to the most celebrated of 
those in some other parts of this island ; but, in 
the combinations which they make, towering 
'above each other, or lifting themselves in ridges 
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like the waves of a tumultuous sea, and in the 
beauty and variety of their surfaces and colours, 
they are surpassed by none. 

The general surface of the mountains is turf, 
rendered rich and green by the moisture of the 
climate. Sometimes the turf, as in the neigh- 
bourhood of Newlands, is little broken, the 
whole covering being soft and downy pas- 
turage. In other places rocks predominate; 
the soil is laid bare by torrents and burstings 
of water from the sides of the mountains in 
heavy rains; and not unfrequently their per- 
pendicular sides are seamed by ravines (formed 
also by rains and torrents) which, meeting in 
angular points, entrench and scar the sur- 
face with numerous figures like the letters W 
and Y. 

The Mountains are composed of the stone 
by mineralogists termed schist, which, as you 
approach the plain country, gives place to lime- 
stone and free-stone; but schist being the sub- 
stance of the mountains, the predominant colour 
of their rocky parts is bluish, or hoary gray — 
the general tint of the lichens with which the 
bare stone is encrusted. With this blue or grey 
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12 MOUNTAINS, 

colour is frequently intermixed a red tinge, pro- 
ceeding from the iron that interveins the stone, 
and impregnates the soil. The iron is the prin- 
ciple of decomposition in these rocks; and 
hence^ when they become pulverized, the ele- 
mentary particles crumbling down overspread 
in many places the steep and almost precipitous 
sides of the mountains with an intermixture of 
co].ours, like the compound hues of a dove's 
neck. When, in the heat -of advancing sum- 
mer, the fresh green tint of the herbage has 
somewhat faded, it is again revived by the ap- 
pearance of the fern profusely spread over the 
san^e ground ; and, upon this plant, more than 
upon any thing else, do the changes which the 
seasons make in the colouring of the mountains 
depend. About the first week in October, the 
rich green, which prevailed through the whole 
summer, is usually passed away. The bijlliant 
and various colours of the fern are then in 
harmony with the autumnal woods ; bright 
yellow or lemon colour, at the base of the 
mountain^, melting gradually, through orange, 
to a dark russet brown towards the summits, 
where the plant, being more exposed to the 
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weather, is in a more advanced state of decay* 
Neither heath nor furze are generally found 
upon the sides of these mountains, though in 
some places they are richly adorned by them. 
We may add, that the mountains are of height 
sufficient to have the surface towards the sum- 
mits softened by distance, and to imbibe the 
finest aerial hues. In common also with other 
mountains; their apparent forms and colours are 
perpetually changed by the clouds and vapours 
which float round them : the effect indeed of 
mist or haze, in a country of this character, is 
like that of magic. I have seen six or seven 
ridges rising above each other, all created in a 
moment by the vapours upon the side of a 
mountain, which, in its ordinary appearance, 
showed not a projecting point to furnish even a 
hint for such an operation. 

I will take this opportunity of observing, that 
they, who have studied the appearances of 
nature, feel that the superiority, in point of 
visual interest, of mountainous over other 
countries — is more strikingly displayed in 
winter than in summer. This, as must be 
obvious, is partly owing to iSait forms of the 
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mountains, which, of course, are not affected 
by the seasons ; but also^ in no small degree, 
to the greater variety that exists in their winter 
than their summer colouring. This variety is 
such, and so harmoniously preserved, that it 
leaves little cause of regret when the splendour 
of autumn is passed away. The oak-coppices, 
upon the sides of the mountains, retain russet 
leaves; the birch stands conspicuous with its 
silver stem and puce-<x)loured twigs ; the 
hollies, with green leaves and scarlet berries, 
have come forth to view from among the 
deciduous trees, whose summer foliage had 
concealed them; the ivy is now plentifidly 
apparent upon the stems and boughs of the 
trees, and upon the steep rocks. In place of 
the deep summer-cTeen of the herba£:e and 
fern, Zy rich coW play into each other 
over the surface of the mountains ; turf (the 
tints of which are interchangeably tawny-green, 
olive, and brown,) beds of withered fern, and 
grey rocks, being harmoniously blended toge- 
ther. The mosses and lichens are never so 
fresh and flourishing as in wmter, if it be not 
a season of frost; and then* minute beauties 



WINTER COLOURING. 15 

prodigally adorn the fore-ground. Wherever 
we turn, we find these productions of nature, to 
which winter is rather favourable than unkindly, 
scattered over the walls, banks of earth, rocks, 
and stones, and upon the trunks of trees, with 
the intermixture of several species of small fern, 
now green and fresh ; and, to the observmg 
passenger, their forms and colours are a source 
of inexhaustible admiration. Add to this the 
hoar-frost and snow, with all the varieties they 
create, and which volumes would not be suf- 
ficient to describe. I will content myself with 
one instance of the colouring produced by 
snow, which may not be uninteresting to 
painters. It is extracted from the memorandum- 
book of €1 friend ; and for its accuracy J. can 
speak, having been an eye-witness of the ap- 
pearance. ** I observed," says he, " the beau- 
tiful effect of the drifted snow upon the moun- 
tains, and the perfect tone of colour. From 
the top of the mountains downwards a rich 
olive was produced by the powdery snow and 
the grass, which olive was warmed with a little 
brown, and in this way harmoniously com- 
bined, by insensible gradations, with the white. 
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The drifting took away the monotony of snow ^ 
and the whole vale of Grasmere) seen from the 
terrace walk in Easedale, was as varied, per*- 
haps niore so, than even in the pomp of autumn. 
In the distance was Loughrigg-Fell, the basin- 
wall of the lake : this, from the summit down*^ 
ward, was a rich orange-olive^ then the lake 
of a bright olive-green, nearly the same tint as 
the snow-powdered mountain tops and high 
slopes in Easedale ; and lastly, the church with 
its firs forming the centre of the view. Next 
to the church came nine distinguishable hills, 
six of them with woody sides turned towards vCs^ 
all of them oak-copses with their bright red 
leaves and snow-powdered twigs ; these hills — 
so variously situated in relation to each other, 
and to the view in general, so variously pow- 
dered, some only enough io give the herbage 
a rich brown tint, one intensely white and 
lighting up all the others — were yet so placed, 
as in the most inobtrusive manner to harmonise 
by contrast with a perfect naked, snowless bleak 
summit in the far distance." 

Having spoken of the forms, surface, and 
colour of the mount|iins, let us descend into the 
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Vales. Though these have been represented 
under the general unage of the spokes of a 
wheel, they are, for the most part, winding; the 
windings of many being abrupt and intricate. 
And, it may be observed, that, in one circum- 
stance, the general shape of them all has been de- 
termined by that primitive conformation through 
which so many became receptacles of lakes. 
For they are not formed, as are most of the 
celebrated Welsh vallies, by an approximation 
of the sloping bases of the opposite mountains 
towards each other, leaving little more between 
than a channel for the passage of a hasty river; 
but the bottom of these vallies is, for the most 
part, a spacious and gently declining area, ap- 
parently level as the floor of a temple, or the 
surface of a lake, and beautifully broken, in 
many cases, by rock's and hills, which rise up 
like islands from the plain. In such of the 
vallies as make many windings, these level areas 
open upon the traveller in succession, divided 
from each other sometimes by a mutual ap- 
proximation of the hills, leaving only passage 
for a river, sometimes by correspondent wind- 
ings, without such approximation; and some- 
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times by a bold advance of one mountain to- 
ward that which is opposite to it. It may here 
be observed with propriety, that the several 
rocks and chills, which have been described as 
rising .up like islands from the level area of the 
vale, have regulated the choice of the inhabit- 
ants in the situation of their dwellings. Where 
none of these are found, and the inclination of 
the ground is not sufficiently rapid easily to 
carry off the waters, (as in the higher part of 
Langdale, for instance,) the houses are not 
sprinkled over the middle part of the vales, but 
confined to their sides, being placed merely so 
far up the mountain as to be protected from the 
floods. But where these rocks and* hills have 
been scattered over the plain of the vale, (as in 
Grasmere, Donnerdale, Eskdale, &c.) the beauty 
which they give to the scene is much heightened 
by a single cottage, or cluster of cottages, that 
will be almost always found under them, or upon 
their sides ; dryness and shelter having tempted 
the Dalesmen to fix their habitations there. 

I shall now speak of the Lakes of this 
country. The form of the lake is most perfect 
when, like Derwent-water and some of the 



smaller lakes, it least resembles that of a river ; 
- 1 mean, when being looked at from any given 
point where the whole may be seen at once, the 
width of it bears such proportion to the length, 
that, however the outline may be diversified by 
&r-receding bays, it never assumes the shape of 
a river, and is contemplated with that placid 
and quiet feeling which belongs peculiarly to the 
lake — as a body of still water under the in- 
fluence of no current ; reflecting therefore the 
clouds, the light, and all the imagery of the sky 
and surrounding hills ; expressing also and 
making visible die changes of the atmosphere, 
and motions of the lightest breeze, and subject 
to agitation only from Ae winds- 



The visible scene 



' Would enter unawares into his mind 
With all its solemn imagery, its rocks. 
Its woods, and that uncertain heaven received 
Into the bosom of the tteady lake ! 

It must be noticed, as a favourable character- 
istic of the lakes of this country, that, though 
several of the largest, such as Winandermere, 
Ulswater, Hawswater, do, when the whole 
length of them is commanded from an elevated 
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poin^ lose somewhat of the peculiar form of the 
lake, and assmne the resemblance of a magnifi* 
cent river ; yet, as their shape is winding, (par* 
ticidarly that of Ulswater and Hawswater) when 
the view of the whole is obstructed by those 
barriers which determine the wmdmgs, and the 
spectator is confined to one reach, the appro- 
priate feeling is revived ; and one lake may thus 
in succession present to the eye the essential 
characteristic of many.' But, though the forms 
of the large lakes have this > advantage, it is 
nevertheless a circumstance &vourable to the 
beauty of the country, that the largest of them 
are comparatively small ; and that the same val-« 
ley generally furnishes a succession of lakes, 
instead of being filled with one. The vallies in 
North Wales, as hath been observed, are not 
formed for the reception of lakes; those of 
Switzerland, Scotland, and this part of the north 
of England, are so formed ; but, in Switzerland 
and Scotland, the proportion of difiused water 
is often too great, as at the lake of Geneva for 
instance, and in most of the Scotch lakes. No 
doubt it sounds magnificent and flatters the 
imagination, to hear at a distance of expanses of 
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water so many leagues in length and miles in 
width ; and such ample room may be delightful 
to the firesh-water sailor, scudding with a lively 
breeze amid the rapidly*shifting scenery. But, 
who ever travelled along the banks of Loch- 
Lomond, variegated as the lower part is by 
islands, without feeling that a speedier termin- 
ation of the long vista of blank Water would 
be acceptable ; and without wishing for an in- 
terposition of green meadows, trees, and cot- 
tages, and a sparkling stream to run by his 
side? In fact, a notion of grandeur, as con- 
nected with magnitude, has seduced persons of 
taste into a general mistake upon this subject. 
It is much more desirable, for the pulposes of 
pleasure, that lakes should be numerous, and 
$mall or middle-sized, than large, not only for 
communication by walks and rides, but for 
variety, and for recurrence of similar appear- 
ances. To illustrate this by one instance: — 
how pleasing is it to have a ready and frequent 
opportunity of watching, at the outlet of a lake, 
the stream pushing its way among the rocks in 
lively contrast with the stillness from which it 
has escaped ; and how amusing to compare its 
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noisy and turbulent motions with the gentle 
playfulness of the breezes, that may be starting 
up or wandering here and there over the 
faindy-rippled surface of the broad water ! I 
may add, as a general remark, that, in lakes of 
great width, the shores cannot be distinctly seen 
at the same time, and therefore contribute little 
• to mutual illnstration and ornament ; and, if the 
opposite shores are out of sight of each other, 
like those of the American and Asiatic lakes, 
then unfortunately the traveller is reminded of 
a nobler object ; he has the blankness of a sea- 
prospect without the grandeur and accompany- 
ing sense of power. 

As the comparatively small size of the lakes 
in the North of England is favourable to the pro- 
duction of variegated landscape, their boundary^ 
line also is for the most part gracefidly or boldly 
indented. That uniformity, which prevails in 
the primitive frame of the lower grounds among 
all chauis or clusters of mountains where large 
bodies of still water are bedded, is broken by 
the secondary agents of nature, ever at work to 
supply the deficiencies of the mould in which 
things were origmaUy cast Using the word 
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deficiencies^ I do not speak with reference td 
those stronger emotions which a region of 
mountains is peculiarly fitted to excite. The 
bases of those huge barriers may run for a 
long space in straight lines, and these parallel 
to each other ; the opposite sides of a profound 
vale may ascend as exact counter-parts or in 
mutual reflection like the billows of a troubled 
sea; and the impression be, fi*om its very sim- 
plicity, more awful and sublime. Sublimity is 
the result of Nature's first great .dealings with 
the superficies of the earth; but the general 
tendency of her subsequent operations is to- 
wards the production of beauty, by a multipli- 
city of symmetrical parts uniting in a consistent 
whole. This is every where exemplified along 
the margin of these lakes. Masses of rock, that 
have been precipitated from the heights into 
the area of waters, lie firequendy like stranded 
ships; or have acquired the compact structure 
of jutting piers ; or project in Uttle peninsulas 
crested with native wood. The smallest rivulet 
— - one whose silent influx is scarcely noticeable 
in a season of dry weather — so faint is the dimple 
made by it on the surface of the smooth lake — 
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will be found to have been not useless in shap- 
ing, by its deposits of grav^ and soil in time of 
flood, a curve that would not otherwise have 
existed. But the more powerful brooks, en- 
croaching upon the level of the lake, have, in 
course of time, given birth to ample promontories 
of sweeping outline that contrasts J^oldly with the 
longitudinal base of the steeps on the opposite 
shore ; while Aeir flat or gently-sloping surfaces 
never fail to introduce, into the midst of deso- 
lation and barrenness, the elements of fertility, 
even where the habitations df men may not 
have been raised. These alluvial pfromolitories, 
however, threaten, in some places, to bisect the 
waters which they have long adorned ; and, in 
course of ages, they will cause some of the lakes 
to dwindle into numerous and insignificant 
pools; which, in their turn, will finally be 
filled up. But, checking, these intrusive cal- 
culations, let us rather be content with appear- 
ances as they are, and pursue in imagination 
the meandering shores, whether rugged steeps, 
admitting of no cultivation, descend into the 
water; or gently-sloping lawns and rich woods, 
or flat and fertile meadows stretch between the 
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margin of the lake and the. moimtaiiisj). Among 
minuter recommendations will be noted with" 
pleasure the curved rim of fine blue gravel 
thrown up by, the waves, especially in bays 
exposed to the setting-in of strong winds; and, 
bord.ering the lake, groves, if I may. so call 
them, of reeds and bulrushes ; or plots of ^ 
water-lilies lifting up their large target-shaped 
leaves to the breeze, while' the white flower is 
heaving upon the wave. ^ 

' The Islands are neither so num«*ous nor so 
beautiful as might be expected firom the account' 
that has been given of the manner ; in which the 
level areas of the vales are so firequently diversi- 
fied by rocks, hills,. and hillocks, scattered over 
them; nor are they ornamented, as are several 
islands of the lakes in Scotland and Ireland^ 
by the remains of old castles or other places of 
digfence, or of monaistic edifices. Those upon 
Deirwent^water are neither fortunately placed 
nor of pleasing shape; but if the wood upon 
thein were managed with more taste,- they 
ihight become interesting features in the lahdr 
geape. There is a beautiful cluster of islands 
oil Winahdermer«; a pair pleasingly contrfisted 
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upon Rydal ; nor must tbe solitary green island 
in Grrasmere be forgotten* In the bosom of 
each of the lakes of Ennerdale and Devock* 
water is a single rock which, owing to its 
neighbourhood to the sea, is-— 

** The haunt of cormorants and sea-mews' clang," 

a music well suited to the stem and wild cha« 
racter of the several scenes ! 

This part of the subject may be concluded 
with observing— -that, from the multitude of 
brooks and torrents that &11 into these lakes, 
and of internal springs by which they are fed. 
and which circulate through them like veins, 
they are truly living lakes, « vivi locus i'' and 
are thus discriminated from the stagnant and 
sullen pools frequent among mountains that 
have been formed by volcanoes; and from the 
shallow meres found in flat and fenny countries* 
The water is also pure and crystalline; so that, 
if it were not for the reflections of the incum* 
bent mountains by whidi it is darkened, a 
delusion might be felt, by a person resting 
quietly in a boat on the bosom of Winander* 
mere or Derwent-water, similar to that which 
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CJarver so beautiftdly describes when he was 
floating alone in the middle of the lake Erie or 
Ontario, and could almost have imagined that 
his boat was suspended in an element as pure 
as air, or rather that the air and water were 
one. 

Having spoken of Lakes I must not omit to 
mention, as a kindred feature of this country^ 
those bodies of still water called Tarns. These 
are found in some of the vallies, and are numer<- 
ous upon the mountains. A Tarn, in a Fale^ 
implies, for the most part, that the bed of the 
vale is not haf^ily formed^ that the water of 
the brooks can neither wholly escape, nor difiiise 
itself over a large area. Accordingly, in such 
situations. Tarns are often surrounded by an 
unsighdy tract of boggy ground ; but this is not 
always the case, and in the cultivated parts of 
the country, when the shoi^s of the Tarn are 
determined, it differs only, from the Lake in 
being smaller, and in belonging mostly to a 
smaller valley, or circular' recess. Of this class 
of miniature lakes Loughrigg Tarn, near Gbras- 
mere, is the most beautiful example. It has a 
margin of green firm meadows, of rocks, and 
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rocky woods, a few reeds here, a little company 
of water-lilies there, with beds of gravel or stone 
beyond; a tiny stream issuing neither briskly 
nor sluggishly out of it; but its feeding rills, 
^om the shortness of their course, so small as 
to be scarcely visible. Five or six cottages are 
reflected in its peaceful bosom ; rocky and barren 
^steeps rise up above the hanging enclosures; 
and the solemn pikes of Langdale overlook, from 
•a distance, the low cultivated ridge of land that 
forms the northern boundary of this small, quiet^ 
and fertile domain. The mountain Tarns can 
only be recommended to the notice of the in- 
quisitive traveller who has time to spare. They 
are difficult of access and naked; y^t some of 
them are, in their permanent forms, very grand ; 
and there are accidents of things which would 
make the meanest of them interesting* At all 
events, one of these pools is an acceptable sight 
to the mountam wanderer, not merely as an 
incident that diversifies the prospect, but as 
forming in his mind a centre or conspicuous 
point to which objects, otherwise disconnected 
or unsubordinated, may be referred. Some few 
have a varied outline, with bold heath-clad prcw 
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montories ; and, as they mostly lie at the foot 
of a steep precipice, the water, where the sun 
is not shining upon it^ appears black and sullen ; 
and, round the mar^, huge stones and masses 
of rock are scatter^ ; some defying conjecture 
as to the means by which they came thither, 
and others obviously fallen from on high — the 
contribution of ages ! A not unpleasing sad- 
ness is induced by this perplexity, and these 
images of decay ; while the prospect of a body 
of pure water unattended with groves and other 
cheerful rural images by which fresh water is 
usually accompanied, and unable to give any 
fttrtheirance to the meagre vegetation around* it 
-r— excites a sense of some repulsive power 
strongly put forth, arid thus deepens the melanr 
choly natural to such scenes. Nor is the feel- 
ing of solitude often more forcibly or more* 
solenmly impressed than by the side of one of 
these mountain pools : though desolate and for- 
bidding, it seems a distinct place to repair to; 
yet where the visitants must be rare, and there 
can be no disturbance. Water-fowl flock 
hither ; and the lonely Anglesir may oftentimes 
here be seen ; but the imagination, not content 
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with this scanty allowance of society, is tempted 
to attribute a voluntary power to every change 
which takes place in such a spot, whether it be 
the breeze that wanders over the sur&ce of the 
water, or the splendid lights of evening resting 
upon it in the midst of awful precipices. 

**. There, sometimes does a leaping fish 
Send through the tarn a lonely cheer ; 
The crags repeat the raven's croak 
In symphony austere : 
Tluther the rainbow comes, the cloud. 
And mists that spread the flying shroud. 
And sunbeams, end the sounding blast."— 

• 

It will . be observed that this country is 
bounded on the south and east by the sea, 
vwhich combines beautifully, from many ele- 
vated points, with the inland scenery ; and, from 
the bay of Morcamb^ the sloping shores and 
back-ground of distant mountains are seen 
composing pictures equally distinguished for 
grandeur and am^ty. But the sestuaries on 
this coast are in a great measure bare at low 
water, and there is no instance of the sea run- 
ning far up among the mountains, and mingling 
with the Lake^ which are such in the strict and 
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Qsual sense ci the word, being of fresh water. 
Nor have the streams, fronf the shortness of their 
course, time to acquire that body of water neces- 
aary to confer upon them much m^esty. In fiict, 
the most considerable of them, while they con* 
tinue in the mountain and lake-country, are 
rather large brooks than rivers. The water is 
perfectly pellucid, through which in many places 
, are seen to a great depth their beds of rock or of 
blue gravel, which give to the water itself an 
exquisitely cerulean colour : this is particularly 
striking in the rivers, Derwent and Duddon^ 
which may be compared, such and so various are 
their beauties, to any two rivers of equal length of 
course in any country. The number of the tor- 
rents and smaller brooks is infinite, with their 
water-fells and water-breaks; atid they need 
not here be described. I wijl only observe that, 
as many, even of the smallest of these rills, have 
either found, or made for themselves, recesses 
hi the sides of the mountains or in the vales, 
they have tempted the primitive inhabitants to 
settle near them fer shelter ; and hence, cottages 
so placed, by seeming to withdra«ir from the eye, 
.4ire the more endeared to the feelings. 
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. The Woods consist. chiefly of .oak^ ash,. and 
birch, and here, and diere a species of ehn, with 
underwood, of hazle, the.white and black thorn* 
and hollies ; in moist places alders and willows 
abound; .and yews among the rocks. ..Formerly 
the i«rhole country, must have been covered 
with wood to a great height .up .the .mountains; 
where native Scotch firs (as in the northern 
part of Scotland, to this day). must have grown . 
in great, profusion. But not.ohe of these old in* 
habitants has existed^ perhaps, for some hundreds 
^f years ; beautifiil traces, however, of the univer- 
sal, sylvan, appearance, the country formerly had, 
yet survive in the native coppice-rwoods that have 
been protected by inclosqres, and also in the 
forest-trees and hollies, which, though disappear- 
ing fast, are yet scattered ljK>th.oyer the inclosed 
and uoinclosed parts of the mountains. .The 
same is expresfsed by the beauty and intricacy 
with which the fields and coppice-woods are 
often intermingled: the plough of the. first 
settlers having . followed naturally the veins*of 
richer, dryer, or less stony soil; and thus it has 
shaped out an •intermixture of wood and lawn, 
with a grace and wildness which it would have 
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been impossible for the hand of studied art to 
produce. Other trees have been introduced 
within thes^ last fi% years, such as beeches, 
larches, Umes, &c. and plantations of Scotch 
firs, seldom with advantage, and often with 
great injury to the appearance of the country ; 
but the sycamore (which I believe was brought 
into this island from Germany, not more than 
two. hundred years ago) has long been the 
&vourite of the cottagers; and with the Scotch 
fir, has been chosen to screen their dwellings ; 
and is sometimes found in the fields whither the 
winds or waters may have carried its seeds. 

The want most felt, however, is that of tim- 
ber trees. There are few magnificent ones to 
be found hear any of the lakes; and, unless 
greater care be taken, there wiU, in a short time, 
scarcely be left an ancient oak that would repay 
the cost of felling. The neighbourhood of Rydal, 
notwithstanding the havoc which, has been 
made, is yet nobly distinguished. In the woods 
of Lowther, also, is found an almost matchless: 
store of ancient trees, and all the majesty and 
wildness of the native forest. 

Among the smaller vegetable ornaments must 

c 5 



54* CI;IMATE. 

be reckoned the bUbeny, a ground plant, never 
so beautiful as in early spring, when it is seen 
under bare or budding trees, that imperfectly 
intercept the sun-shine, covering the rocky 
knolls with a pure nuuide of fresh verdure, 
more lively than the herbage of the open fields ; 
the broom that spreads luxuriandy along rough 
pastures, and in the month of June intervenes 
the steep copses with its golden blossoms; and 
the juniper, a rich evergreen, that thrives in 
sipite of catde, upon the uninclosed parts of 
the mountains:— the Dutch myrtle diffiises fra- 
grance in moist places, and there is an endless 
variety of brilliant flowers in the fields and 
meadows, which, if the agriculture of the 
country were more carefully attended to, would 
disappear. Nor can I omit again to notice the 
lichens and mosses: their profiision, beauty, 
and variety, exceed those of any other country 
I have seen. 

It may now be proper to say a few words re- 
specting climate, and ^^ skiey influences," in 
which this region, as £u: as the character of its 
landscapes is afiected by them, may, upon the 
whole, be considered fortunate. The country 
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is, indeed, subject to nmch bad weather; and it 
has-been ascertained that twice as much rain 
&lls here as in many parts of the island; but 
the number of black drizzling days, that blot out 
the face of things, is by no vxesLDS proportionality " 
great Nor is a continuance of thick, flagging, 
damp air, so common as in the West of Eng* 
land and Ireland. The rain here comes down 
heartily, and is frequently succeeded .by clear, 
bri^t weather, when every brook is vocal, and 
every torrent sonorous; brooks and torrents, 
which are never muddy, even in the heaviest 
floods, except after a drought they happen to be 
defiled for a diort time by waters that have 
swept along dusty roads, or broken out into 
ploughed fields. Days of unsetded weather, 
with partial showers, are very frequent; but 
the showers, darkening or brightening as they 
fly from hill to hill, are not less grateful to the 
eye than finely interwoven passages of gay and 
sad music are touching to the ear. Vapours 
exhaling fit>m the lakes and meadows after 
sun-rise, in a hot season, or, in moist weather, 
brooding upon the heists, or descending to- 
wards the valliies with inaudible motion, give 
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a visionary . character to every thing arouad 
them ; and are in themselves so beautiful, as to 
dispose us to enter into the feelings of those 
simple nations (such as the Laplanders of this 
day) by whom fhey are taken for ^ardian 
deities of the mountains; or to S3rmpathise 
with others who have fancied these delicate iqp- 
paritipns to be the spirits of their departed an- 
cestors. . Akin to these are fleecy, clouds 
resting upon the hill tops ; they are not eiusily 
managed in picture, with, their accompaniments 
of blue sky; but how glorious are they in 
nature I how pregnant with imagination for the 
poet ! and the height of the Cumbrian moun- 
tains is sufficient to exhibit daily and hourly in- 
stances of those mysterious attachments. Such 
clouds, cleaving to their stations, or lifting up 
suddenly their glittering heads from behind 
rocky barriers, or hurrying put of. sight with 
speed of the sharpest edge, will often tempt an 
inhabitant to congratulate himself on belonging 
to a country of mists, and clouds, and storms, 
and make him think of the blank sky of Egypt, 
and of the cerulean vacancy of Italy, as an un- 
animated and even a sad spectacle. The atmo- 
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sphere, however, as in every other country subject 
to much rain, is frequently unfavourable to land* 
scape, especially when, keen winds succeed the 
rain, which are apt to produce coldness, spotti- 
^ness, and an unmeaning or repulsive detail in 
the distance; — a sunless frost, under a canopy 
of leaden and shapeless clouds, is, as far as it 
allows things to be seen, equally disagreeable. 



SECTION SECOND. 

ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY AS AFFECTED BY ITS 

INHABITANTS. 

Thus far I have chiefly spoken of the features 
by which nature has discriminated this country 
fipmiothers. I will now describe, in general 
terms, in what manner it is indebted to the hand 
of man. What I have to notice on this subject 
will emanate most .easily and perspicuously froin 
a description of the ancient and present inhabi- 
tants, their occupations, their condition of life, 
the distribution of landed property among them^ 
and the tenure by which it is holden. 



SB RETROSPECT. 

Tlie reader will suffer me here to recall to 
his mind the shapes of the vallies, and their 
position with respect to each other, and the 
forms and substance of the intervening moun* 
taips* He will people the vallies with lakes and 
riyers; the coves and sides of the moimtains 
with pools and torrents ; and will bound half of 
the circle which we have contemplated by the 
sands of the sea, or by the sea itself. He will 
conceive that, from the point upon which he 
stood^ he looks down upon this scene before the 
country had been penetrated by any inhabi- 
tants;— to vary his sensations, and to break in 
upon their stillness, he will form to himself an 
image of the tides visiting and re-visiting the 
Friths, the main Sea dashing against the bolder 
shore;, the rivei^ pursuing their course to be 
lo!3t in the mighty mass of waters. He itoiy see 
or hear in fiuicy the winds sweeping over the 
lakes, or piping with a loud voice among the 
mountain peaks ; and, lastly, may think of 4he 
primeval woods shedding and renewing their 
leaves with no human «ye to notice, or human 
heart to regret or welcome, the change. ** When 
the first settlers entered this region (says Itti ani* 
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mated writer) they fovind it overspread with 
wood ; forest trees, the fir, the oak, the ash, and 
the birch, had skirted the fells, tufted the hills, 
and shaded the vallies, through centuries of 
silent solitude; the birds and beasts of prey 
reigned over th^ meeker species ;«and the beUum 
inter omnia maintained the balance of nature 
in .the empire of beasts/' 

Such was the state and appearance of this 
region when the aboriginied colonists of the 
Celtic tribes were first driven or drawn to^ 
wards it, and became joint tenants with the 
wolf, the boar,, the wild bull, the red deer, and 
the leigh, a gigantic species of deer which has 
been long extinct ;. while the inaccessible crags 
were occupied by the falcon, the raven, and the 
eagle. The inner parts were too secluded, and 
of too little value to participate much of the 
benefit of Roman manners ; and though these 
conquerors encouraged the Britons to the im*f 
provement of their lands in the plain country 
of Fumess and Cumberland, they seem to. have 
had little connection with the moimtains, ex- 
cept for military purposes, or in stibservience to 
the profit they drew fi*om the mines. 
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When the Romans retired from Great Bri*- 
tain, it is well known that these mountain-fast* 
nesses furnished a protection to some unsubdued 
Britons, long afler the more accessible and more 
fertile districts had been seized by the Saxon or 
Danish invader. A few, though distinct traces 
of Roman forts or camps, as at Ambleside, and 
upon Dunmallet, and a few circles of rude stones 
attributed to the Druids,* are the only vestiges 

* It is not improbable that these circles were once 
numei'ous, and that many of .them may yet endure in a 
perfect state, under no very deep covering of soil. A 
friend of the Author, while making a trench in a level 
piece of ground, not far from the banks of the Emont^ 
but in no connection with* that river, met with some 
stones which seemed to him formally arrafiged ; this ex* 
cited his curiosity, and proceeding, he uncovered a perfect 
circle of stones, from two, to three or four feet high, withi 
a sanctum sanctorum^ — the whole a complete place of 
Driiidical worship of small dimensions, having the same 
sort of relation to the Stones of Shap, or Long Meg and 
her Daughters, near the banks of the Eden, that a rural 
chisel bears to our noble ' cathedrals. This interesting 
little monument having passed, with the field in which it 
was found, into other hands, has been destroyed. It is 
much to be regretted, that the striking relic of antiquity 
at Shap has been in a great measure destroyed also. It is 
thus described in the History of Westmorland : — 

^ Towards the south end of the village of Shap, near 
the turnpike road, on the -east side thereof, there is' a 
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that remain upon the surface of the (country, of 
these ancient occupants; alid, as the Saxons 



remarkable monument of andqiiity; which is an area 
upwards of half a mile in length, and between twenty and 
thirty yards broad, encompassed with large stones (with 
which that country abounds), many of them three or four 
yards in diameter, at eight, ten, or twelve yards distance, 
which are of such immense weight that no carriage now 
in use could support them. Undoubtedly this hath been a 
place of Druid worship, which they always performed in 
the open air, within this kind of enclosure, shaded with 
wood^ as this place of old time appears to have been, 
although there is now scarce, a tree to be seen, (Shop- 
thorn only excepted, planted on the top of the hill for the 
direction of travellers). At the high end of this place of 
worship there is a circle of the like stones about eighteen 
feet in diameter, which was their sanctum sanctorunty (as it 
were), and place of sacrifice. The stone is^a kind of 
granite, and when broken appears beautifully variegated 
with bright shining spots, like spar. The country people 
have blasted and carried away some of these stones, for 
the foundation-stones of buildings. In other {Places some 
have cut these stones (but with difficulty)* for mill-etones. 
When polished they would make beautiful chimney- 
pieces." Some contend that this is a Danish monument. 
The Dauohtebs of Long Meg are placed not in an 
oblong, as the Stones of Shap, but in a perfect circle, 
eighty yards in diameter, and seventy-two in number, and 
from above three yards high, to less than so many feet : a 
little, way out of the circle stands Long Meg herself— 
a single stone dghteen feet high. 
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and Danes, who succeeded to the possession of 
the Tillages and hamlets which had been esta* 
blished by the Britons, seem at first to have 
confined themselves to the open country,— «- we 
may descend at once to times long posterior to 
the conquest by the Normans, when their feudal 
polity was regularly established. We may easily 
conceive that these narrow dales and mountain 



When tbe Author first saw this monmnent he came 
upon it by surprize^ therefore might over-rate its import- 
ance as an object ; but he must say, that though it is not 
to be compared with Stonehenge, he has not seen any 
other remains of those dark ages, which can pretend to 
rival it in singularity and dignity of appearance. 

A weight of awe not easy to be borne 
Fell suddenly upon my spirit, cast 
From the dread bosom of the unknown past. 
When first I saw that sisterhood forlorn ; -— 
And her, whose strength and stature seems to scorn 
The power oT years — pre-eminent, and placed 
Apart, to overlook the circle vast. 
Speak, Giant-mother ! tell it to the Mom, 
While she dispels the cumbrous shades of night; 
Let the Moon hear, emerging from a cloud. 
When, how, and wherefore, rose on British ground 
That wond'rous Monument, whose mystic round 
. Forth shadows, some have deem'd, to mortal sight 
The inviolable God that tames the proud. 
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sides, choaked up as they must have been with 
wood, lying out of the way of communication 
with other parts of the Island, and upon the 
edge of a hostile kingdom, could have little at- 
traction for the high-bom and powerfid ; espe* 
daily as the more, open parts of the country 
fiimished positions for castles and houses of 
defence, sufficient to repel any of those sudden 
attacks, which, in the then rude state of military 
knowledge, could be made upon them. Accord- 
ingly, the more retired regions (and to such 
I am now confining myself) must have been 
neglected or shunned even by the persons whose 
baronial or signioral rights extended over them, 
and left, doubtless, partly as a place of refiige 
for outlaws and robbers, and partly granted out 
for the m6re settled habitation of a few vassals 
following the employment of shepherds or wo^l- 
landers. . Hence these lakes and inner vallies 
are unadorned by any remains of ancient gran- 
deur, castles, or monastic edifices, which are 
only found upon the skirts of the country, as 
Fumess Abbey, Calder Abbey, the Priory of 
Lannercost, Gleaston Castle, — long ago a resi- 
dence of the Flemings, — • and the numerous 
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ancient castles of the Cliffords, the Lucys, and 
the Dacres. On the southern side of these 
mountains, (especially in that part known by 
the name of Fumess Fells, which is more re- 
mote from the borders,) the state of society 
would necessarily be. more settled ; though it 
also was fashioned, not a little, by its neighbour- 
hood to a hostile kingdom. We will, therefore, 
give a sketch of the economy of the Abbots in 
the distribution of lands among their tenants, as 
{Similar plans, were doubtless adopted by other 
Lords,^ and ^ as the consequences have affected 
the face of the country materially to the present' 
day, being, in fact, one of the principal causes 
which give it such a striking superiority, in 
beauty and interest, over all other parts of the 
island. -.,. 

When the Abbots of Fumess," says an 
author before cited, " enfranchised their villains, 
and raised them to the dignity of customary 
tenants, the lands, which they had cultivated 
for their lord, were divided into whole tene- 
ments ; each of which, besides the customary 
annual rent, was charged with the obligation of 
having in readiness a man completely armed for 
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the king's service on the borders, or elsewhere: 
each of these whole tenements was again sub^ 
divided into four equal parts ; each villain had 
one ; and the party tenant contributed his share 
jbo the support of the man at arms, and of other 
burdens. These divisions were not properly 
distinguished ; the land remained mixed ; each 
tenant had a share through all the arable and 
meadow-land, and common of pasture over all 
the wastes. These sub-tenements were judged 
sufficient for the support of so many families ; 
and no further division was permitted. These 
^livisions and sub-divisions ii^ere convenient Bt 
the time for which they were calculated; the 
land^ so parcelled out, was, of necessity, more 
attended to; and the industry greater, when 
more persons were to be supported by the pro^ 
duce of it. The frontier of the kingdom, within 
which Fumess was considered, was in a con- 
stant state of attack and defence ; more hands, 
therefore, were necessary to guard the coast, to 
repel an invasion from Scotland, or make rcr 
prisals on th^ hostile neighbour. The dividing 
the lands in such manner as has been shown^ 
increased the number of inhabitants, and kept 
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tbfim at iHnne tiU caDed fcr ; and, tlie land be* 
ing mixed, and the several tmants united in 
equ^iping the pkmg^ ifae absence of die foortfa 
man was no pnjndioe to ifae coldvatiQn of bis 
land, wbidi was w a nmiUr d to the care oCtbree. 
Wbik the villains of Low FWness were tbus 
distributed over die land, and emfdoyed in agri- 
cultare; diose of Hi^ Funiess were charged 
with dbe care of flocks and herds, to protect 
diem fiom die wolves whicb Imked in the 
tUdiets, and in winter to browse them witb the 
tmder sprouts of bolfies and ash. This custom 
was not tin latdy disoQntiniied in High Fumess; 
and bolly-lrees were carefidly preserved tor that 
purpose wboi aU other wood was deared off; 
large tracts of oommcm being so covered witb 
these trees, as to have the appeanmce of a 
foiest of boUies. At the Shefdierd's call, the 
flocks surrounded die bdly-bush, and reodved 
the croppings at bis band, whidi they greedily 
nibbled iqp, Ueadng for more. The Abbots 
of Fumess oifinsncbised diese pastoral vassals, 
and permitted them to enclose frnttds to their 
booses, for which tbey paid racroacbment rent.** 
— Wes^s AnHqmties cf Frnnas. 
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However desirable, for the purposes of de- 
fence, a numerous population might be, it was 
not possible to make at once the same numerous 
allotments among the untilled Tallies, and upon 
the sides of the mountains, as had been made 
in the cultivated plains. The enfranchised shep- 
herd, or woodlander, having chosen there his 
place of residence, builds it of sods, or of the 
mountain-stone, and, lyith the permission of his 
lord, encloses, like Robinson Crusoe, a small 
croft or two immediately at his door for such 
animals as he wishes to protect Others are 
happy to imitate his example, and avail them- 
selves of the same privileges.; and thus a popu- ^ 
lation, mainly of Danish or Norse origin, a^' 
the dialect indicates, crept on towards the more 
secluded parts of the vallies. Chapels, daugh- . 
ters of some distant mother church, are first 
erected in the more open and fertile vales, as 
those of Bowness and Grasmere, o£&ets of 
Kendal; which again, after a period, as the 
settled population increases, become mother- 
churches to smaller edifices, planted, at length, 
in ahnost every dale throughout the country. 
The enclosures, formed by the tenantry, are 
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for a long time confined to the home-steads ; 
and the arable and meadow land of the vales is 
possessed in common field ; the several portions 
being marked out by stones, bushes, or trees ; 
which portions, where the custom has survived,* 
to this day are called daUs^ jErom the word 
deylen^ to distribute; but, while the valley 'was 
thus lying open, enclosures seem to have taken 
place upon the sides of the mountains; because 
the land there was not intermixed, and was of 
litde comparative value; and, therefore, small 
opposition would be made to its being appro- 
priated by those to whose habitations it was 
contiguau^* Hence the singular appearance 
which the sides of many of these mountains 
exhibit, intersected, as they are, almost to the 
summit, with stone walls, of which the fences 
are always formed. When first erected,- they 
must.have little disfigured HtkQ face of the coun- 
try ; as part of the lines would every where be 
hidden by the quantity of native wood then re- 
maining; and the lines would also be broken 
(as they still are) by the rocks which intierrupt 
and vary their course. In the meadows, and in 
those parts of the lower grounds where the soil 
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has not been sufficiently drained, and could not 
afford a stable foundation, there, when the in- 
creasing value of land, and the inconvenience 
suffered* from intermixed plots of ground in 
common field, had induced each inhabitant to 
inclose his own, they were compelled to mak6 
the fences of alders, willows, and other trees« 
These, where the native wood had disappeared^ 
have frequently enriched the vallies with a sylvan 
appearance; while the intricate intermixture of 
property has given to the fences a graceful ir- 
regularity, which, where large properties are 
prevalent, and large capitals employed in agri- 
culture, is unknown. This sylvan tppearance 
i& still further heightened by the number of ash- 
trees planted in rows along the quick fences^ and 
.along the walls, for the purpose of browzing 
cattle at the approach of winter. The branches 
are lopped off' and strewn upon the pastures; 
and,, when the cattle have stripped them of the 
lea^ves, they are used for repairing hedges, or 
for fuel. 

We have thus seen a numerous Tjody of 
Dalesmen creeping into possession of their 
home-steads, their little crofts, their mountain- 

D 
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enclosures; and, finally, the whole vale is 
visibly divided ; except, perhaps, here and there 
some marshy gromid, which, tiU fuUy drained, 
^ would not rqpay the trouble of enclosing. But 
these last partitions do not seem to have been 
general, till Icmg after the pacification of the 
Borders, by the union of the two crowns; when 
the cause, which had first determined the dis- 
tribution of land into such small parcels, had 
not only ceased, — but likewise a general im- 
provement had taken place in the country, with 
a correspondent rise in the value of its produce. 
From the time of the union, it is certain that 
this species of feudal population must rapidly 
have diminished. That it was formerly much 
more numerous than it is at present, is evident 
fi'om the multitude of tenements (I do not mean 
houses, but small divisions of land) which he* 
longed formerly each to a several proprietor, 
and for which separate fines are paid to the 
manorial lord at this day. These are often in 
the proportion of four to one, of the present 
occupants. ** Sir Launcelot Threlkeld, who 
lived in the reign of Henry VII. was wont to 
say, he had three noble houses, one for 
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pleasure, Crosby, in Westmoreland, where he 
had a park ftdl of deer; one for profit and 
warmth, wherein to reside in winter, namely, 
Yanwith, nigh Penrith ; and the third, Threl- 
keld (on the edge of the vale of Keswick) well 
stocked with tenants to go with him to the 
wars/' But, as I have said, from the union of 
the two crowns, this niunerous vassalage (their 
services not being wanted) would rapidly di- 
minish; various tenements would be united in 
one possessor ; and the aboriginal houses, pro* 
bably little better than hovels, like the kraels of 
savages, or the huts of the Highlanders of Scot- 
land^ would fall into decay, and the places of 
many be supplied by substantial and comfort- 
able buildings, a majority of which remain to 
this day scattered over the vallies, and are often 
the only dwellmgs found in them. 

From the time of the erection of these houses, 
till within the last sixty years, th/5 state of society, 
though no dou})t slowly and gradually improv- 
ing, underwent no material change. Com was 
grown in these vales (through which no carriage- 
road had been made) sufficient upon each estate 
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to furnish bread for each family, and no more : 
notwithstanding the union of several tenements, 
the poi^sessions of each inhabitant still being 
small, in the same field was' seen an inter- 
mixture of different crops ; and the plough was 
interrupted by little rocks, mostly overgrown 
with wood, or by spongy places, which the tillers 
of the soil had neither leisure nor capital to con- 
vert into firm land. The storms and moisture 
of the climate induced them to sprinkle their 
upland property with outhouses of native stone, 
as places of shelter for their sheep, where, in 
tempestuous weather, food was distributed to 
them. Every family spun frpm its own flock 
the wool with which it was clothed ; a weaver 
was here and there found among them; and 
the rest of their wants was supplied by the pro- 
duce of the yam, which they carded and spun 
in their own houses, and carried to market, 
either upder their^arms, or more frequently on 
pack-horses, a small train ta]^ing their way 
weekly down the valley or over the mountains 
to the most commodious town. They had, as 
I have said, their rural chapel, and of course 
their minister, in clothing or in manner of life, 
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in no respect differing from themselves, except 
oh the Sabbath-day; this was the soledistin* 
guished individual among them; every thing 
else, person and possession, exhibited a perfect 
equality, a community of shepherds and agri- 
culturists, proprietors, for the most part, of the 
lands which they occupied and cultivated. 

While the process above detailed was going 
on, the native forest must have been every 
where receding ; but trees were planted for the 
sustenance of the flocks in winter, — such was 
then the rude state of agriculture ; and, for the 
same cause, it was necessary that care should be 
taken of some part of the growth of the native 
woods. Accordingly, in Queen Elizabeth's time^i 
this was so strongly felt, that a petition, was 
made to the Crown, praying, " that the 
Blomaries in high Fumess might be abolished, 
on account of the quantity of wood which was- 
consiuned in them for the use of the mines, to 
the great detriment of the cattle," But this 
same cause, about a himdred years afiier, pro* 
duced effects directly contrary to those which 
had been deprecated. The re-establishment, 
at that period; of furnaces upon a large scale^ 
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made it the interest of the people to convert the 
steeper and more stony of the inclosures, 
sprinkled over with remains of the native forest, 
into close woods, which, when cattle and sheep 
were excluded, rapidly sowed and thickened 
themselves. The reader's attention has been 
directed to the cause by which tufts of wood, 
pasturage, meadow, and arable land, with its 
various produce, are intricately intermingled in 
the same field, and he will now see, in like 
manner, how enclosures entirely of wood, and 
those of cultivated ground, are blended all over 
the country under a law of similar wildness. 

An historic detail has thus been given of 
the manner in which the hand of man hqs acted 
upon the surface of the inner regions of this 
mountainous country, as incorporated with and 
subservient to the powers and processes of 
nature. We will now take a view of the same 
agency-acting, within narrower bounds, for the 
production of the few works of art and accom- • 
modations of life which, in so simple a state of 
society, could be necessary. These are merely 
habitations of man and coverts for beasts, roads 
and bridges, and places of worship. 
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And to begin with the Cottages. They are 

scattered over the vallies, and under the hill 

sides, and on the rocks ; and, even to this day, 

in the more retired dales, without any intrusion 

of more assuming buildings; 

• 
Clustered like stars some few, but single most, 

And lurking dimly in their shy retreats, 

Or glancing on each other cheerful looks. 

Like separated stars with clouds between. 

S. 

The dwelling-houses, and contiguous outhouses, 
are, in. many instances, of the colour of 'the 
native rock, out of which they have been built ; 
but, frequently the dwelling-hou^ has been 
distinguished from the bam and byer by rough- 
cast and white wash, whidh, as the inhabitants 
are not hasty in renewing it, in a few years 
acquires, by the influence of weather, a tint at 
once sober and variegated. As these houses 
have been from father to son inhabited by per* 
sons engaged in the same occupations, yet 
necessarily with changes in their circumstances^ 
they have received additions and accommo* 
dations adapted to the needs of each successive 
occupant, who, being for the most part pro- 
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prietor, was at liberty to follow his own fancy ; 
so that these humble dwellings remind the con- 
templative spectator of a production of nature, 
and may (using a strong ekpression) rather be 
said to have grown than to have been erected; — 
to have risen, by an instinct of their own, out of 
the native rock — so little is there in them of 
formality, such is their wildness and beauty ! 
Among the numerous recesses and projections 
in the walls and in the different stages of their 
xoofs, are seen bold and harmonious effects of 
contrasted sunshine and shadow. It is a 
favourable circumstance, that the strong winds, 
which sweep down the vallies, induced the 
inhabitants, at a time when the materials for 
building were easily procured, to furnish many 
of these dwellings with substantial porches; 
Bnd such as have not this defence, are seldom 
unprovided with a projection of two large slates 
40ver their thresholds. Nor will the singular 
beauty of the chimneys escape the eye of the 
attentive traveller. Sometimes a low chimney, 
almost upon a level with the roof, is overlaid 
with a slate, supported upon four slender pillars, 
Xo prevent the wind^^from driving the smoke 
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down the chimney. Others are of a qua- 
drangular shape, rismg one or two feet above 
the roof; which low square is often surmounted 
by a tall cylinder, giving to the cottage chimney 
the most beautiful shape in which it is ever 
seen. Nor will it be too fanciful or refined to 
remart, that there is a pleasing harmony be- 
tween a tall chimney of this circular form, and 
the living column of smoke, through the still 
air ascending from it. These dwellings, mostly 
built, as has been said, of rough unhewn stone, 
are roofed with slates, which were rudely taken 
from the quarry before the present art of 
splitting them was understood, and are, there- 
fore, rough and uneven in their surfaces, so 
that both the coverings "and sides of the houses 
have furnished places of rest for the seeds of 
lichens, mosses, ferns, and flowers. Hence 
buildings, which, in their very form call to 
mind the processes of nature, do thus, clothed 
with this vegetable garb, appear to be received 
mto the bosom of the living principle of things, 
as it acts and exists among the woods and 
fields; antd, by their colour and their shape, 
a£fectingly direct the thoughts to that tranquil 
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course of nature and sinipKcity, along which the 
humble^minded mhabitants have through so 
many generations been led. Add the little 
garden with its shed for bee-hives^ its small 
beds of pot-herbs, and its borders and patches 
of blowers for Sunday posies, with sometimes a 
choice few too much prized to be plucked ; an 
orchard of proportioned size; a cheese-press, 
often supported by some tree near the door ; a 
cluster of embowering sycamores for summer 
shade; with a tall Scotch fir, through which 
the winds sing when other trees are leafless; 
the little rill or household spout murmuring in 
all seasons ; — combine these incidents and 
images together, and you have the represent* 
ative idea of a mountain-cottage in this country 
so beautifully fcnmed in itself, and so richly 
adorned by the hand of nature. 

Till within the last sixty years there was no 
communication between any of these vales by 
carriage-roads; all bulky articles were trans- 
ported on pack-horses. Owing, however, to 
the population not being concentrated in villages 
but scattered, the valUes themselves were inter- 
sected as now by im^iomerable lanes and path* 
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ways leading from house to house and from 
field to field. These lanes, where they are 
fenced by stone walls, are mostly bordered with 
ashes, hazels, wild roses, and beds of tall fern, 
at their base ; while the walls themselves, if old, 
are overspread with mosses, small ferns, wild 
stmwbemes, the geranium, and lichens; and if 
the wall happen to rest against a bank of earth, 
it is sometimes ahnost whoUy concealed by a 
rich facing of stone-fern. It is a great advan- 
tage to a traveller or resident, that these 
numerous lanes and paths, if he be a zealous 
admirer of nature, will lead him on into all the 
recesses of the country, so that the hidden 
treasures of its landscapes may, by an ever-ready 
guide, be laid open to his eyes. 

Likewise to the smallness of the several pro- 
perties is owing the great number of bridges over 
the brooks and torrents, and the daring and 
graceful neglect of danger or accommodation 
with which so many of them are constructed, the 
rudeness of the forms of some, and their endless 
variety. But, when I speak of this rudeness, I 
must at the same time add, that many of these 
structures are in themselves models of elegance, 
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as if they had been formed upcm principles of 
the most thoughtful architecture. , It is to be 
regretted that these monuments of the skUl of 
our ancestors, and of that happy instinct by 
which consummate beauty was produced, are 
disappearing fast; but sufficient specimens re- 
main to give a high gratification to the man of 
genuine taste. Travellers who may not hav^ 
been accustomed to pay attention to things so 
inobtrusive, will excuse me if I point out the 
proportion between the span and elevation of 
the arch, the lightness of the parapet, and the 
gracefid manner in which its curve follows faith- 
fully that of the arch. 

Upon this subject I have nothing further to 
notice, except the places of worship, which 
have mosdy a litde school-house adjoining.* 
The architecture of these churches and chapels, 

« 

* In some places scholars were formerly taught in the 
church, and at others the school-house was a sort of anti- 
chapel to the place of worship, being under the same 
roof; an arrangement which was abandoned as irreverent. 
It continues, however, to this day in Borrowdale. In the 
parish register of that chapelry is a notice, that a Youth 
who had quitted the valley, and died in one of the towns 
on the coast of Cumberland, had requested that his body 
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where they have not been recently rebuilt or mo- 
demised, is of a style not less appropriate and 
admirable than that of the dwelling-houses and 
other structures. How sacred the spirit by which 
our forefathers were directed ! The religio loci 
is no where violated by these unstinted, yet un- 
pretending, works of human hands. They 
exhibit generally a well-proportioned oblong, 
with a suitable porch, in some instances a 
steeple tower, and in others nothing more than 
a small belfry, in which one or two bells hang 
visibly. But these objects, though pleasing in 
their forms, must necessarily, more than others 
in rural scenery, derive their interest from the 
sentiments of piety and reverence for the modest 
virtues and simple manners of humble life with 



should be brought and interred at the foot of the pillar 
by which he had been accustomed to sit while a school- 
boy. One cannot but regret that parish registers so 
seldom contain any thing but bare names ; in a few of this 
country, especially in that of Loweswater, i have found 
interesting notices of unusual natural occurrences — 
characters of the deceased, and particulars of their lives. 
There is no good reason why such memorials shoiild not 
be frequent ; these short and simple annals would in future 
j^ges become precious. 



62 I^LACES OP WORSHIP. 

which they may be contemplated. A man most 
be very msensible who would not be touched 
with pleasure at the sight of the chapel of But* 
termere, so strikingly expressing, by its diminu- 
tive size, how small must be the congregation 
th^re assembled, as it were, like one family ;> 
and proclaiming at the same time to the passen- 
ger, in connection with the surrounding moun- 
tains, the depth of that seclusion in which the 
people live, that, has rendered necessary the 
building of a separate place of worship for so 
few. A patriot, calling to mind the images of 
the stately &brics of Canterbury, York, or 
Westminster, will find a heart-felt satisfaction in 
presence of this lowly pile, as a monument of 
the wise institutions of our country, and as 
evidence of the all-pervading and paternal care 
of that venerable Establishment, of which it is, 
perhaps, the humblest daughter. The edifice is 
scarcely larger than many of the single stones or 
fragments of rock which are scattered near it. 

We havei thus far confined our observations 
on this division of the subject, to that part of 
these Dales which runs up far into the mountains. 
In addition to such objects as have been hitherto 
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described, it may be mentioned that, as we de* 
scend towards the open part of the Vales, we 
meet with the remains of ancient Parks, and 
with old Mansions of more stately architecture ; 
and it may be observed, thdt to these circum- 
stances the country owes whatever ornament it 
retains of majestic and full-grown timber, as 
the remains of the park of the ancient family of 
the Ratcliffii at Derwent-water, Gowbray-park, 
and the venerable woods of Rydal. Through 
the open parts of the vales are scattered, with 
more spacious domains attached to them, houses 
of a middle rank, between the pastoral cottage 
and the old hall-residence of the more wealthy 
Estatesman. 

Thus has been given a &ithful description, 
the minuteness of which the reader will pardon, 
of the face of this country as it was, and had 
been through centuries, till within the last sixty 
years. Toward^; the head of thes6 Dales was 
found a perfect Republic of Shepherds and 
Agriculturists, among whom thie plough of each 
man was confined to the maintenance of his 
own family, or to the occasional acconmiodation 
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of his neighbour.* Two or three cows for* 
nished each fiunily with milk and cheese. The 
Chapel was the only edifice that presided over 
these dwellings^ the supreme head of this pure 
Commonwealth ; the members of which existed 
in the midst of a powerfiil empire, like an ideal 
society or an organised community, whose con* 
stitution had been imposed and regulated by the 
mountains which protected it. Neither high- 
bom Nobleman, Knight, nor Esquire, was here ; 
but many of these humble sons of the hills had a 
consciousness that the land, which they walked 

* One of the most pleasing characteristics of manners 
in secluded and thinly-peopled districts, is a sense of the 
degree in which human happiness and comfort are depen- 
dent on the contingency of neighbourhood. This is im- 
plied by a rhyming adage common here, ** Friends are 
foTy when neighbours are nar'* (near). This mutual help- 
fulness is not confined to out-of-doors work; but is ready 
upon all occasions. Formerly, if a person became sick, 
especially the mistress of a family, it was usual for those of 
the neighbours who were more particularly connected 
with the party by amicable offices, to visit the house, 
carrying a present ; this practice, which is by no means 
obsolete, is called ouming the family, and is regarded as a 
pledge of a dispodtion to be otherwise serviceable in a 
lime of diMbiUty and distress. 
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over and tilled, had for more than five hundred 
years been possessed by men of their name and 
blood; — and venerable w&s the transition, when 
a curious traveller, descending from the heart 
of the moimtains, had come to some ancient 
manorial residence in the more open parts of 
the Vales, which, through the rights attached to 
its proprietor, connected the almost visionary 
mountain Republic he had been contemplating 
with the substantial fi*ame of society as existing 
in the laws and constitution of a mighty empire. 



SECTION THIRD. 



CHANGES, AND RULES OF TASTE FOR PREVENTING 

THEIR BAD EFFECTS. 

ft 

Such, as hath been said, was the appearance 
of things till within the last sixty years. A 
practice, by a strange abuse of terms, denomi* 
nated Ornamental Gardening, was &t that time 
becoming prevalent over England. In union 
with an admiration of this art, and in some in* 
stances in opposition to it, had been generated a 
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rdish for select parts of natural scenery ; and 
Travellers, instead of confining their observa- 
tions to Towns, Manu&ctories, or Mines, began 
(a thing till then unheard of) to wander over 
the island in search of sequestered spots, distin* 
guished, as they might accidentally have learn- 
ed, for the sublimity or beauty of the forms of 
Nature there to be seen. — Dr. Brown, the 
celebrated Author of the Estimate of the 
Manners and Principles of the Times, published 
a letter to a Friend, in which the attractions of 
the Vale of Keswick were delineated with a 
powerfid pencil, and the feeling of a genuine 
Enthusiast, Gray, the Poet, followed; he died 
so#n after his forlorn and melancholy^pilgrim- 
age to the Vale of Keswick, and the record left 
behind him of what he had seen and felt in this 
journey, excited that pensive interest with which 
die human mind is ever disposed to listen to 
the farewell words of a man of genius. The 
journal of Gray feelingly showed how the gloom 
of ill health and low spirits had been irradiated 
by objects, which the Author's powers of mind 
enabled him to describe with distinctness and 
unaffected simplicity. Every reader of this 
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journal must have been impressed with the 
words which conclude his notice of the Vale of 
Grasmere: — " Not a single red tile, no flaring 
gentleman's house or garden-wall, breaks in 
upon the repose of this little unsuspected para^ 
dise; but all is peace, rusticity, and happy 
poverty, in its neatest and most becoming 
attire." 

What is here so justly said of Grasmere ap- 
plied almost equally to all its sister Vales. It 
was well for the undisturbed pleasure of the 
Poet that he had no forebodings of the change 
which was soon to take place ; and it might have 
been hoped that these words, indicating how 
much the charm of what was, depended upon 
what was not, would of themselves have pre- 
served the ancient franchises of this and other 
kindred mountain retirements from trespass; 
or (shall I dare to say?) would have secured 
scenes so consecrated from profanation. The 
lakes had now become celebrated; visitors 
flotked hither from all parts of England ; the 
fancies of some were smitten so deeply, that they 
became setders; and the Islands of Derwent- 
water and Winandermere, as they offered the 
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strongest temptation, were the first places seized 
upon, and were instantly defaced by the in- 
trusion. 

The venerable wood that had grown for 
centuries round the small house called St, 
Herbert's Hermitage, had indeed some years 
before been felled by its native proprietor, and 
the whole island planted anew with Scotch firs 
left to spindle up by each other's side — a 
melancholy phalanx, defying tlie power of the 
winds, and disregarding the regret of the spec- 
tator, who might otherwise have cheated himself 
into a belief, that some of the decayed remains 
of. those oaks, the place of which was in diis 

• 

manner usurped, had been planted by the 
Hermit's own hand. This, sainted spot, how- 
ever, suffered comparatively litde injury. At 
the bidding of an alien improver, the Hind's 
Cottage, upon Vicar's island, in the same lake, 
with its embowering sycamores and cattle-shed, 
disappeared firom the comer where they stood ; 
and right in the middle, and upon the precise 
point of the island's highest elevation, rose a tall 
square habitation, with four sides exposed, like 
an astronomer's observatory, or a warren-hous^ 
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reared upon an eminence for the detection of 
depredators, or, like the temple of CEolus, where 
fdl the winds pay him obeisance. Round this 
novel structure, but at respectfiil distance, pla- 
toons of firs were stationed, as if to protect their 
commander when weather and time should 
somewhat have shattered his strength. Within 
the narrow limits of this island were typified 
also the state and strength of a kingdom, and 
its religion as it had been, and was, — for neither 
was the druidical circle imcreated, nor the 
church of the present establishment; nor the 
stately pier, emblem of commerce and navi- 
gation ; nor the fort, to deal out thunder uppn 
the approaching invader. The taste of a suc- 
ceeding proprietor rectified the mistakes as far 

as was practicable, and has ridded the spot of 
all its puerilities. The church,, afler having 

been docked of its steeple, is applied, both os- 
tensibly and really, to the purpose for which 
the body of the pile was actually erected, 
namely, a boat-house; the fort is demolished; 
and, without indignation on the part of the 
spirits of the ancient Druids who officiated at 
the circle upon the opposite hill, the mimic ar- 
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rangement of stones, with its sanctum sanctorum^ 
has been swept away. 

The present instance has been singled out, 
extravagant as it is, because, unquestionably, 
this beautiful country has, in numerous other 
places, suffered from the some spirit, though 
not clothed exajctly in the same form, nor active 
in an equal degree. It will be sufficient here to 
utter a regret for the changes that have been 
made upon the pirincipal Island at Winander- 
mere, and in its neighbourhood. What could 
be more unfortunate than the taste that sug* 
gested the paring of the shores, and surround- 
ing with an embankment this spot of ground, 
the natural shape of which was so beautiful! 
An artificial appearance has thus been given to 
the whole, while infinite varieties of 'minute 
beauty have -been destroyed. Could not the 
margin of this noble island be given back to 
nature ? Winds and waves work with a care- 
less and gracefid hand: and, should they in 
some places carry away a portion of the soil, 
the triffing loss would be amply compensated 
by the additional spirit, dignity, and loveliness, 
which* these agents and the other powers of 
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nature would soon communicate to what was 
Idk behind. As to the larch«plantations upon 
the main shore, —they who remember the 
original appearance of the rocky steeps scat- 
tered over with native hollies and ash-trees, 
wUl be prepared to agree with what I shall have 
to say hereafter upon plantations in general. 

But, in truth, no one can now travel through 
the more frequented tracts, without being of- 
fended, at almost every turn, by an introduction 
of discordant objects, disturbing that peaceful 
harmony of form and colour which had been 
through a long lapse of ages most happily pre- 
served. 

All gross transgressions of this kind originate, 
doubdess, in a feeling natural and honourable 
to the human mind, viz. the pleasure which it 
receives from distinct ideas, and from the per- 
ception of order, regularity, and contrivance. 
Now, unpractised minds receive these impres- 
sions only from objects that are divided from 
each other by strong lines of demarcation; 
hence the delight with which such minds are 
smitten by formality and harsh contrast. But 
I would beg of those who are eager to create 
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the means of such gratification, first careftilly to 
Study what already exists; and diey will find, 
in a country so lavishly gifted by nature, an 
abundant variety of forms marked out with a 
precision that will satisfy their desires. More- 
over, a new habit of pleasure will be formed 
opposite to this, arising out of the perception of 
the fine gradations by which in nature one thing 
passes away into another, and the boundaries 
that constitute individuality; disappear in one 
instance only to be revived elsewhere under a 
more alluring form. The hill of Dunmallet, at 
the foot of Ulswater, was once divided into 
different portions, by avenues of fir-trees, with 
a green and almost perpendicular lane descend- 
ing down the steep hill through each avenue ;— ^ 
contrast this quaint i^pearance with the image 
of the same hill overgrown with self-planted 
wood, — each tree springing up in the situation 
best suited to its kind, and with that shape which 
the situation constrained or suffered it to take. 
What endless melting and playing into each 
other of forms and colours does the one ofier 
to a mind at once attentive and active ; and how 
insipid and lifeless, compared with it, appear 
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diose parts of the former exhibition with which- 
a child, a peasant perhaps, or a citizen unfa* 
miliar with natural imagery, would have been 
most delighted ! 

The disfigurement which this country has 
undergone, has not, however, proceeded wholly 
from the common feelings of human nature 
which have been referred to as the primary 
sources of bad taste in rural scenery; another 
cause must be added, that has chiefly showu 
itself in its effect upon buildings. I mean a 
warping of the natural mind occasioned by a 
consciousness that, this country being an object 
of general admiration, every new house would, 
be looked at and commented upon either for 
approbation or censure. Hence all the de» 
formity and ungracefulness that ever pursue tl\e 
steps of constraint or afiectation. Persons, who 
in Leicestershire or Northamptonshire wovld 
probably have built a modest dwelling like those 
of their sensible neighbours, have been turned 
put of their course; and, acting a part, no 
wonder if, having had little experience, they act 
it ill. The craving for prospect, also, which is 
immoderate, particularly in new settlers, has 
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rendered it impossible &at buildings, whatever 
might have been their architecture, should in 
most instances be ornamental to the landscape;, 
rising as they do from the summits of naked 
hills in staring contrast to the snugness and 
privacy of the ancient houses. 

No man is to be condemned for a desire to 
decorate his residence and possessions ; feeling 
a disposition to applaud such an endeavour, I 
would show how the end may be best attained. 
The rule is simple ; with respect to grounds-* 
work, where you can, in the spirit of nature 
with an invisible hand of art. Planting, and a 
removal of wood, may thus, and thus only, be 
carried on with good effect; and the like may 
be said of building, if Antiquity, who may be 
styled the co-partner and sister of Nature, be 
not denied the respect to which she is entitled. 
I have already spoken of the beautifrd forms of 
the ancient mansions of this country, and of the 
happy manner in which they harmonise with the 
forms of nature. Why cannot such be taken as 
a model, and modem internal convenience be 
confined within their external grace and dignity? 
Expense to be avoided, or difficulties to be over- 
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come, may prevent a close adherence to this 
model ; still, however, it might be followed to a 
certain degree in the style of architecture and in 
the choice of situation, if the thirst for prospect 
were mitigated by those considerations of com- 
fort, shelter, and convenience, which used to be 
chiefly sought after. But, should an aversion 
to old fashions unfortunately exist, accompanied 
with a desire to transplant into the cold and 
stormy North, the elegancies of a villa formed 
upon a model taken from countries with a milder 
climate, I will adduce a passage from an English 
poet, the divine Spenser, which will show in 
what manner such a plan may be realised without 
injury to the native beauty of these scenes. 

*' Into that forest farre they thence him led. 

Where was their dwelling in a pleasant glade 

With MOUNTAINS round about etivironed. 

And MIGHTY WOODS which did the valley shade« 

And like a stately theatre it made. 

Spreading itself into a spacious plaine; 

And in the midst a little river plaide 

Emongst the pumy stones which seem'dto plaine 

With gentle murmure that his course they did restnune. 

Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 
Planted with mirtie trees and laurels green, 
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In which the birds sang many a lovely lay 

Of God's high praise, and of their sweet loves teene. 

As it an earthly paradise had beene ; 

In whose enclo$ed shadow there was pight 

A fair pavilion, scarcely to he seen. 

The which was all within most richly dight, 

That greatest princes living it mote well delight." 

Houses or mansions suited to a mountainous 
region, should be " not obvious, not obtrusive, 
but retired;" and the reasons for this rule, 
though they have been little adverted to, are 
evident. Mountainous countries, more fre- 
quently and forcibly than others, remind us of 
the power of the elements, as manifested in 
winds, snows, and torrents, and accordingly 
make the notion of exposure very unpleasing; 
while shelter and comfort are in proportion ne- 
cessary and acceptable. Far-winding valleys 
diflScult of access, and the feelings of simplicity 
habitually connected with mountain retirements, 
prompt us to turn from • ostentation as a thing 
there eminently unnatural and out of place. A 
mansion, amid such scenes, can never have suffi- 
cient dignity or interest to become principal in 
the landscape, and to render the mountains, 
lakes, or torrents, by which it may be sur- 
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tounded, a subordinate part of the view. It 
is, I grant) easy to conceive, that an ancient 
castellated building, hanging over a precipice 
or raised upon an island, or tlie peninsula of a 
lake, like that of Kilchum Castle, upon Loch 
Awe, may nOt want, whether deserted or in- 
habited, sufficient majesty to preside for a mo^ 
ment in the spectator's thoughts over the high 
mountains among which it is embosomed ; but 
its titles are from antiquity— a power readily 
submitted to Upon occasion as the vicegerent of 
Nature : it is respected, as having owed its 
existence to the necessities of thingis, as a monu^ 
ment of security in times of disturbance and 
danger] long passed away, — as a record of the 
pomp and violence of passion, and a sjnnbol of 
the wisdom of law; — it bears a countenance of 
authority, which is not impaired by decay. 

" Child of loud-throated war, the mountain-stream 

Roars in thy hearing; but thy hour of r^st 

Is come, and thou art silent in thy age !" MS, 

To such honours a modem edifice can lay no 
claim ; and the puny efforts of elegance appear 
contemptible, when, in such situations, they are 

E S 
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obtruded in rivalship with the sublimities of 
Nature. But, toward^; the verge of a district 
like this of which we are treadng, where the 
mountains subside into hills of moderate ele» 
ration, or in an imdulating or flat country, a 
gentleman's mansion may, with propriety, be- 
jcome a principal feature in the landscape ; and, 
itself being a work of art, works and traces <^ 
artificial ornament may, without censure, be 
extended around it, &s they will be referred to 
the common centre, the house; the right of 
which to impress within certain limits a cha- 
racter of obvious ornament will not be denied, 
where no commanding forms of nature dispute 
it, or set it aside. Now, to a want of the per* 
ception of this difference, and to the causes 
before assigned, may chiefly be attributed the 
disfigurement which the Country of the Lakes 
has undergone, firom persons who may have 
built, demolished, and planted, with ftdl confi- 
dence, that every change and addition was or 
would become an improvement. 

The principle that ought to determine the 
position, apparent size, and architecture of a 
house, viz. that it should be so constructed^ and 
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(if large) so much of it hidden, as to admit of 
its being gently incorporated into the scenery of 
nature — should also determine its colour. Sir 
Joshua Reynolds used to say, " if you would 
fix upon the best colour for your house, turn 
up a stone, or pluck up a handful of grass by the 
roots, and see what is the colour of the soil 
where the house is to stand, and let that be 
your choice." Of course, this precept, given in 
conversation, could not have been meant to be 
taken literally. For example, in Low Fumess, 
where the soil, fi*om its strong impregnation with 
iron, is universally of a deep red, if this rule 
were strictly followed, the house also must be of 
a glaring red ; in other places it must be of a 
sullen black ; whidi would only be adding an- 
noyance to annoyance. The rule, however, as 
a general guide, i» good ; and, in agricultural 
districts, where large tracts of soil are laid bare 
by the plough, particularly if (the &ce of the 
country beii^ undulating) they are held up to 
view, this rule, though not to beimplicitly adhered 
to, should never be lost sight of; — the colour of 
the houseought, if possible, to have a castor shade 
of the colour of the soil. The principle is, that 
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the house must harmonise with the surrounding 
landsc^e : accordingly^ in' mountainous coun** 
tries, with still more confidence may it be said; 
*^ look at the rocks and those parts of the 
mountains where the soil is visible, and they 
will furnish a safe direction." Nevertheless, it 
will of^n happen that the rocks may bear so 
large a proportion to the rest of the landscape 
and may be of such a tone of colour, that the 
rule may not admit, even here, of being implicitly 
followed. For instance, the chief defect in the 
colouring of the Coimtry of the Lakes (which 
is most strongly i^lt in the summer seasoa) is 
an over-prevalence of a bluish tint, which the 
green of the herbage, the fern, and the woods^ 
does not sufficiently counteract* If a houses 
therefore, should stand where this defect pre- 
vails, I have no hesitation in saying, that the 
colour of the neighbouring rocks would not be 
the best that could be chosen. A tint ought to 
b^ introduced approaching nearer to those which, 
in the technical language of painters, are called 
loarm : this, if happily selected, would not dis- 
turb but would animate the landscape. How 
often do we see this exemplified upon a small 



COLOURING OP BUILDINGS. 81 



* 



scale by the native cottages, in cases whet'e the 
glare ©f white-wash has been subdued by time 
and enriched by weftther-stains ! No harshness 
is then seen; but one of these cottages, thus 
coloured, will often form a central point to a 
landscape by which the whole shall be con- 
nected, and an influence of pleasure diffused 
over all the objects that compose the picture. 
But where the cold blue tint of the rocks is 
enriched by the iron tinge, the colour cannot 
be too closely imitated ; and it will be produced 
of itself by the stones hewn from the adjoining 
quarry, and by the mortar, which may be 
tempered with the most gravelly part of the 
soil. The pure blue gravel, from the bed of 
the river, is, however, more suitable to the 
mason's purpose, who will probably insist also 
that the house must be covered with rough- 
cast, otherwise it cannot be kept dry; if this 
advice be taken, the builder of taste will set 
about contriving such means as may enable him 
to come the nearest to the effect aimed at. 

The supposed necessity of rough-cast to keep 
out rain in houses not built of hewn stone or 
brick, has tended greatly to injure English land- 
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scape, and the neighbourhood of these Lakes 
especially, by fiimishing such apt occasion for 
whitening .buildings. That white should be a 
fiivourite colour for rural residences is natural 
for many reasons* The mere aspect of clean- 
liness and neatness thus given, not only to an 
individual house, but, where the practice is 
general, to the whole face of the country, pro- 
duces moral associations so powerful, that, in 
many minds, th^ take place of all others. But 
what has already been said upon the subject of 
cottages, must have convinced men of feeling 
and imagination, that a human habitation of the 
humblest class may be rendered more deeply 
interesting to the a£Pections, and fisur more pleas- 
ing to the eye, by other influences than a 
sprighdy tone of colour spread over its out- 
side. I do not, however, mean to deny, that 
a small white building embowered in trees, 
may, in some situations, be a delightful and 
animating object — in no way injurious to the 
landscape; but this only, where it sparkles 
from the midst of a thick shade, and in rare 
and solitary instances; especially if the country 
be itself rich, and pleasing, and abound with 
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grand forms. On the sides of bleak and deso- 
late moors, we are indeed thankful for the sight 
of white cottages and white houses plentifully 
scattered, where, without these, perhaps every 
thing would be cheerless : this is said, however, 
with hesitation, and with a wilful sacrifice of 
some higher enjojrments. But I have certainly 
seen such buildings glittering at sunrise, and in 
wandering lights, with no common pleasure. 
The continental traveller also will remember, 
that the convents hanging from the rocks of 
the Rhine, the Rhone, the Danube, or among 
the Appenines or the mountains of Spain, are 
not looked at with less complacency when, as is ^ 
often the case, they happen to be of a brilliant 
white. But this is perhaps owing, in no small 
degree, to the contrast of that lively colouj^with 
the gloom of monastic life, and to the general 
want of rural residences of smiling and at* 
tractive appearance, in those countries. 

The objections to white, as a colour, in large 
spots or masses in landscapes, especially in a 
mountainous country, are insurmountable. In 
nature, pure white is scarcely ever found but 
in small objects, such as flowers; or in those 
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which are transitory, as the clouds, foam of 
rivers, and snow. Mr* Gilpin, who notices this, 
has also recorded the just remark of Mr. Locke^ 
of N— , that white destroys the gradations 
of distance; and, therefore, an object of pure 
white can scarcely ever be managed with good 
effect in landscape-painting* Five or six white 
houses, scattered over a valley, by their ob* 
trusiveness, dot the surface, and divide it into 
triangles, or other mathematical figures, haimt- 
ing the eye, and disturbing that repose which 
might otherwise be perfect. I have seen a 
single white house materially impair the majesty 
^ of a mountain ; cutting away, by a harsh se- 
paration, the whole of its base, below the point 
on which the house stood. Thus was the ap- 
parent size of the mountain reduced, not by the 
interposition of another object in a manner to 
t:all forth the imagination, which will give more 
than the eye loses; but what had been ab- 
stracted in this case was left visible; and the 
mountain appeared to take its beginning, or to 
rise from the line of the house, instead of its 
own natural base. But, if I may express my 
ovm individual feelings it is after sunset, at the 
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coming oil of twilight, that white objects are 
most to be complamed of. The solemnity and 
quietness of nature at that time are always 
marred, and often destroyed by them. When 
the ground is covered with snow, they are of 
course inoffensive; and in moonshine they are 
always pleasing — it is a tone of light with which 
they accord ; and the dimness of the scene is 
enlivened by an otgect at once conspicuous and 
cheerful. I will conclude this subject with 
noticing, Aat the cold, slaty colour, which 
tnany persons,. who have heard the white con- 
demned, have adopted in its stead, must be dis- 
approved of for the reason akeady given. The 
flaring yellow runs into the opposite extreme, 
and is still more censurable. Upon the whole, 
the safest colour, for general use, is something 
between a cream and a dust^-colour, commonly 
called stone-colour ; — there are, among the 
Lakes, examples of this that need not be pointed 
out. 

The principle taken as our guide, vi^. that 
the house should be so formed, and of such 
apparent size and colour, as to admit of its 
bemg gently incorporated with the scenery of 
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nature, should also be applied to the manage- 
ment of the grounds and plantations, and is 
here more urgently needed; for it is firom 
abuses in this department, far more even than 
from the introduction of exotics in architecture 
(if the phrase may be used) that this country 
has suffered. Larch and fir plantations have 
been spread, not merely with a view to profit, 
but in many instances for the sake of ornament* 
To those who plant for profit, and are thrusting 
every other tree out of the way to make room 
for their fiivourite, the larch, I would utter 
first a regret that they should have selected 
these lovely vales for their vegetable manu- 
fiurtory, when there is so much barren and 
irreclaimable land in the neighbouring moors, 
and in other parts of the Island, which might 
have been had for this purpose at a fitr cheaper 
rate. And I will also b^ leave to represent to 
them, that diey ought not to be carried away 
by flattering promises from the speedy growth 
of this tree ; because in rich soils and sheltered 
situations, die wood, though it thrives fitst, is 
full of sap, and of Utde value ; and is, likewise, 
very subject to ravage fix)m the attacks of 
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insects, and from blight. Accordingly, in 
Scotland, where planting is much better under- 
stood, and carried on upon an incomparably 
larger scale than among us, good soU and 
sheltered situations are appropriated to the oak, 
the ash, and other deciduous trees; and the 
larch is now generally confined to barren and 
exposed ground. There the plant, which is a 
hardy one, is of slower growth; much less 
liable to injury; and the tunber is of better 
quality^ But the circumstances of many permit, 
and their taste leads them, to plant with little 
regard to profit; and there are others, less 
wealthy, who have such a lively feeling of the 
native beauty of these scenes, that they are 
laudably not unwilling to make some sacrifices 
to heighten it Both these classes of persons, 
I would entreat to enquire of themselves 
wherein that beauty which they admire con- 
sists. They would then se that, after the 
feeling has been gratified that prompts us to 
gather round our dwelling a few flowers and 
shrubs, which, firom the circumstance of their 
not being native, may, by their very k)oks, 
remind us that they owe their existence to our 
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hands, and their prosperity to our care; they 
will see that, after this natural desire has been 
provided for, the course of all beyond has been 
predetermined by the spirit of the place. Be- 
fore I proceed, I will remind those who are not 
satisfied with the restraint thus laid upon th^m, 
that they are liable to a charge of inconsistency, 
when they are 60 eager to change the face of 
that country, whose native attractions, by the 
act of erecting their habitations in it, they have 
so emphatically acknowledged. And surely 
there is not a single spot that would not hav^ 
if well managed, sufficient dignity to support 
itself, unaided by the productions of other 
climates, or by elaborate decorations which 
might be becoming elsewhere. 

Having adverted to the feelings that justify 
the introduction of a few exotic plants, pro- 
vided they be confined almost to the doors of 
the house, we may add, that a transition should 
be contrived without abruptness, from these 
foreigners to the rest of the shrubs, which ought 
to be of the kinds scattered by Nature through 
the woods ~^ hoUy, broom, wild-rose, elder, 
dogberry, white and black thorn, &c. either 
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these 'Only, or such as are carefully selected in 
consequence of their uniting in form, and 
harmonising in colour with them, especially 
with respect to colour, when the tints are most 
diversified, as in autumn and spring. The 
Various sorts of fruit-and-blossom-bearing treei 
usually found in orchards, to which may be 
added those of the woods, — namely, the 
wilding, black .cherry tree, and wild clusters- 
cherry (here called heck-berry) may be happily 
admitted as an intermediate link between the 
shrubs and the forest trees ; which last ought 
almost entirely to be such as are natives of the 
country. Of the birch, ono of the most beau- 
tiful of the native trees, it may be noticed, that, 
in dry and rocky situations, it outstrips even 
the larch, which many persons are tempted 16 
plant merely on account of the speed of iu 
growth. Sycamore, and the Scotch fir (which, 
when it has room to spread out its arms, is a 
noble tree) may be placed with advantage near 
the house; for, from their massiveness, they 
unite well with buildings, and in some sitU'- 
ations with rocks also ; having, in their forms 
and apparent substances, the effect of some^ 
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thing intermediate betwixt the immoveableness 
and solidity of stone, and the spray and foliage 
of the lighter trees. If these general rules be 
just, what shall we say to whole acres of arti* 
ficial shrubbery and exotic trees among rocks 
and dashing toirents, with their own wild wood 
in sight — where we have the -whole contents of 
the nurseryman's catalogue jumbled together- 
colour at war with colour, and form with 
form-* among the most peaceful subjects of 
Nature's kingdom every whei^ discord, dis* 
traction, and bewilderment! But thii^ de« 
formity, bad as it is, is not so obtrusive as the 
small patches and large tracts of larch plant* 
ations that are over-running the hill-sides. To 
justify our condemnation of these, let us again 
recur to Nature* The process, by which she 
forms woods and forests, is as follows. Seeds 
are scattered indiscriminately by winds, brought 
by waters, and dropped by birds. They perish^ 
or produce, according as the soil and situation 
upon which they &11 are suited to th^ ; and 
under the same dependence, the seedling or 
sucker, if not cropped by animals, thrives, and 
the tree grows, sometimes single, taking its 
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own shape without constraint} but for the most 
part compelled to conform itself to some law 
imposed upon it by its neighbours. From low 
and sjieltered places, vegetation travels upwards 
to the more' exposed ; and the young plants are 
protected, and to a certain degree &shioned, by 
those that have preceded them. The con- 
tinuous mass of foliage which would be thus 
produced, is broken by rocks, or by glades or 
open places, where the browzing of animals has 
prevented the growth of wood. As vegetation 
ascends, the winds begin also to bear their part 
in moulding the forms of the trees ; but, thus 
mutually protected, trees, though not of the 
hardiest kind, are enabled to climb high up the 
mountains. Gradually, however, by the quality 
of the ground, and by increasing exposure, a 
stop is put to their ascent; the hardy trees only 
are left; those also, by httle and little, give 
^&y» — 2^d a ^ild and irregular boundary is 
established, gracefiil in its outline, and never 
contemplated without some feeling more or less 
distinct of the powers of nature by which it is 
imposed. 
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Contrast the liberty that encourages, and the 
law that limits, this joint work of nature and 
time, with the disheartening necessities, restric- 
tions, and disadvantages, under which the arti- 
ficial planter must proceed, even he wh<»n long 
observation and fine feeling have best qualified 
for his task. In the first place his trees, how- 
ever well chosen and adapted to their several 
situations, must generally all start at the same 
time ; and this necessity would of itself pre- 
vent that fine connection of parts, that sjma- 
pathy and organization, if I may so express 
myself, which pervades the whole of a natural 
*wood, and appears to the eye in its single trees^ 
its masses of foliage, and their various colours 
wh^n they are held up to view on the side of a 
mountain ; or when spread over a valley, they 
are looked down upon fi'om an eminence. It is 
then impossible, under any circumstances, for 
the artificial planter to rival the beauty of nature. 
But a moment's thought will show that, if ten 
thousand of this spiky tree, the larch, are stuck 
in at once upon the side of a hill, they can grow 
up into nothing but deformity ; that, while they 
are suffered to stand, we shall look in vain for 
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any of those appearances which are the chief 
sources of beauty in a natural wood. 

It must be acknowledged that the larch, till it 
has outgrown the size of a shrub, shows, when 
looked at singly, some elegance in form and ap* 
pearance, especially in spring, decorated, as it 
then is, by the pink tassels of its blossoms ; but^^ 
as a tree, it is less than any other pleasing; its 
branches (for boughs it has none) have no 
variety in the youth of the tree, and little dignity 
even when it attains its fiill growth ; leaves it 
cannot be said to have, consequently neither 
affords shade nor shelter. In spring the larch, 
becomes green long before the native trees ^ 
and its green is so peculiar and vivid that, find-v 
ing nothing to harmonize with it, wherever it 
comes forth, a disagreeablie speck is produced* 
In summer, when all other trees are in their 
pride, it is of a dingy lifeless hue ; in autumn of 
a spiritless unvaried yellow, and in winter it is 
still more lamentably distinguished from every 
other deciduous tree of the forest, for they 
seem only to sleep, but the larch appears abso-> 
lutely dead. If an attempt be made to minglo^ 
thickets, or a certain proportion of other forest-* 
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trees, with the larch, its horizontal branches 
intolerantly cut them down as with a scythe, or 
force them to spindle up to keep pace with it 
Hie terminating spike, renders it impossible, 
that the several trees, where planted in num- 
bers, should ever blend together so as to form a 
mass or masses of wood. Add thousands to 
tens of thousands, and the appearance is still 
the same — a collection of separate individual 
trees, obstinately presenting themselves as such ; 
and which, from whatever point they are looked 
at, if but seen, may be counted upon the fingers. 
Sunshine, or shadow, has little power to adorn 
the sur&ce of such a wood; and the trees not 
carrying up their heads, the wind raises among 
them no majestic undulations. It is indeed 
true, that, in countries where the larch is a 
native, and where without interruption it may 
sweep from valley to valley, and from hill to hill, 
a sublime image may be produced by such a 
forest, in the same manner as by one composed 
of any other single tree, to the spreading of 
which no limits can be assigned. For sublimity 
will never be wanting, where the sense of in- 
numerable multitude is lost in, and alternates' 
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with, that of intense unity; and to the ready 
perception of this effect, similarity and ahnost 
identity of individual fonn and monotony of 
colour contribute. But this feeling is confined 
to the native immeasurable forest; no artificial 
plantation can give it. 

The foregoing observations will, I hope, (as 
nothing has been condemned or recommended 
without a substantial reason) have some influence 
upon those who plant for ornament merely.. 
To such as plant for profit, I have already 
spoken. Let me then entreat that the native 
deciduous trees may be left in complete pos- 
session of the lower ground; and that plantations 
of larch, if introduced at all, may be confined to 
the highest and most barren tracts. Interpo- 
sition of* rocks would there break the dreary 
uniformity of which we have been complaining; 
and the winds would take hold of the trees, and 
imprint upon their shapes a wildness congenial 
to their situation. 

Having determined what kinds of trees must 
be wholly rejected, or at least very sparingly 
used, by those who are imwilling to disfigure 
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the country; and having shown what kind& 
ought to be chosen ; I should have given, if my 
limits had not already been overstepped, a few 
practical rules for the manner in which trees 
ought to be disposed in planting. But to this 
subject I should attach little importance, if I 
could succeed in banishing such trees as intro- 
duce deformity, and could prevail upon the 
proprietpr to confine himself either to those 
found in the native woods, or to such as accord 
with them. This is, indeed, the main point; for, 
much as these scenes have been injured by what 
has been taken from them — buildings, trees, 
^d woods, either through negligence, necessity^ 
avarice, or caprice — it is not the removals, but 
(he harsh additions that have been made, which 
are the worst grievance-^ a standing and un- 
avoidable annoyance. Often have I felt this, 
distinction with mingled satisfaction and regret; 
for, if no positive deformity or discordance be 
substituted or superinduced, such is the benignity 
of nature that, take away from her beauty after 
beauty, and ornament after ornament, her ap- 
pearance cannot be marred — the scars, if any. 
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be left, will gradually disappear before a healing 
spirit; and what remains will still be soothing 
and pleasing. — 

^ Many hearts deplored 
The fate of those old trees ; and oft with pain 
The traveller at this day will stop and gaze 
On wrongs which nature scarcely seems to heed : 
For sheltered places, bosoms, nooks, and bays. 
And the pure mountains, and the gentle Tweed, 
And the green silent pastures, yet remain," 

There are few ancient woods left in this part 
of England upon which such indiscriminate 
ravage as is here " dq)lored," could now 
be committed. But, out of the numerous 
copses, fine woods might m time be raised, pro- 
bably without sacrifice of profit, by leaving, at 
Uie periodical fellings, a due proportion of the 
healthiest trees to grow up into timber. — This 
plan has fortunately, in many instances, been 
adopted; and they, who have set the example, 
are entitled to the thanks of all persons of taste. 
As to the management of planting with reason- 
able attention to ornament, let the images of 
nature be your guide, and the whole secret lurks 
'm a few words ; thickets or underwoods — single 

F 
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trees — trees clustered or in groups — groves — 
unbroken woods, but with varied masses of 
foUage — glades— invisible or winding bound- 

of rock left wholly bare, and other parts half 
hidden -^disagreeable objects concealed, and 
formal lines broken — trees climbing up to the 
horizon, and, in some places, ascending from its 
sharp edge, in which they are rooted, with the 
whole body of the tree appearing to stand in the 
clear sky — in other parts, woods surmounted by 
rocks utterly bare and naked, which add to the 
sense of height as if vegetation could not thither 
be carried, and impress a feeling of duration, 
power of resistance, and security from change ! 
I have been induced to speak thus at length 
by a wish to preserve the native beauty of this 
delightful district, because still farther changes 
in its appearance must inevitably follow, from 
the change of inhabitants and owners which is 
rapidly taking place, — About the same time 
that strangers began to be attracted to the 
coimtry, and to feel a desire to setde in i^ the 
difficulty, that would have stood in the way of 
their procuring situations, was lessened by an 
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unfortunate alteration in the circumstances of 
tlie native peasantry^ proceeding ifrom a cause 
which then began to operate, and is now felt in 
every house. The &mily of each man, whether 
estatesman or farmer, formerly had a twofold 
support; first, the produce of his lands and 
flocks; and secondly, the profit drawn fro^i 
the employment of the women and children^ 
as manu&cturers ; spinning their own wool in 
their own houses (work chiefly done in the 
winter season) and carrying it to market for 
sale. Hence, however numerous the children, 
the income of the family kept pace with its in- 
crease. But, by the invention and universal 
application of machinery, this second resource 
has been cut off; the gains being so far re- 
duced, as not to be sought after but by a few 
aged persons disabled from other emplojrment. 
Doubtless, the invention of machinery has not 
been to these people a pure loss ; for the profits 
arising from home-manufactures operated as a 
strong temptation to choose that mode of labour ' 
in neglect of husbandry. They also participate 
in the general benefit which the island has 
derived firom the increased value of the pro- 
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duce of land, brought about by the establish*! 
ment of manufactories, and in the consequent 
quickenmg of agricultural mdustry. But this 
is far from making them amends; and now 
that home-manu&ctures are nearly done away, 
though the women and children might, at many 
reasons of the yeiur, employ themselves with 
advantage in the fields beyond what they are 
accustomed to do, yet still all possible exertion 
in this way cannot be rationally expected from 
persons whose agricultural knowledge is so con- 
fined, and above all where there must neces- 
sarily be so small a capital. The consequence, 
then, is — that, proprietors and farmers. being 
no longer able to maintain themselves upon 
small ftrms, several are united in one, and the. 
buildings go to depay, or are destroyed; and 
that the lands of the estatesjnen being mortgaged 
and the owners constrained to part with them, 
they fall into the hands of wealthy purchasers, 
who in like manner unite and consolidate ; and, 
if they wish to become residents, erect new 
mansions out of the ruins of the ancient cot- 
tages, whose litde enclosures, with all the wild 
graces that grew out of them, disappear. The 
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feudal tenure under which the estates, are held 
has indeed done something towards checking 
this influx of new settlers; but so strong is the 
inclination that these galling restraints are en- 
dured; and it is probable that in a few years 
the country on the margin of the Lakes wiji 
fall almost entirely into the possession of Gentry, 
either strangers or natives. It is then much to 
be wished, that a better taste should prevail 
among these new proprietors ; and, as they can- 
not be expected to leav^ things to themselves, 
that skill and knowledge should prevent un- 
Tiecessary deviations from that path of simplicity 
and beauty along which, without design and 
unconsciously, their humble predecessors have 
moved. In this wish the author will be joined 
by persons of pure taste throughout the whole 
Island, who, by their visits (often repeated) to 
the Lakes in the North of England, testify that 
they deem the district a sort of national pro- 
perty, in which every man has a right and 
interest who has an eye to perceive and a heart 
to enjoy. 
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MISCEULANEOUS 



OBSERVATIONS. 



Mr, West, in his well-known Guide to the 
Lakes, recommends, as the best season for 
visiting this country, the interval from the be- 
^nning of June to the end of August; and, 
the two latter months being a time of vacation 
and leisure, it is almost exclusively in these 
that strangers resort hither. But that seasoQ 
is by no means the best; the colouring of the 
mountains and woods, imless where they are di- 
versified by rocks, is of too unvaried a green ; 
and, as a large portion of the Vallies is allotted 
to hay-grass, some want of variety is found there 
also. The meadows, however, are sufficiently en- 
livened after hay-making begins, which is much 
later than in the southern part of the Island. 
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A Stronger objection is rainy weather, setting 
in sometimes at this period with a vigour, an4 
Gontiniiing with a perseverance, that may re-^ 
mind the disappointed and dejected traveller of 
those deluges of rain, which fall among the 
Abyssinian Mountains for the annual supply of 
the Nile. The months of September and 
October (particularly October) are generally 
attended with much finer weather; and the 
scenery is then, beyond comparison, more 
diversified, more splendid, aad beautifiil ; but^ 
on the other hand, short days prevent long 
excursions, and sharp and chill gales are un* 
favourable to parties of pleasure out of doors. 
Nevertheless, to the sincere admirer of Nature, 
who is in good health and spirits, and at liberty 
to make a choice, the six weeks following the 
1st of September may be recommended in 
preference to July and August For there is 
no inconvenience arising fi*om the season which, 
to such a person, would not be amply recom* 
pensed by the autumnal appearance of any of 
the more retired Vallies, into which discordant 
plantation, and unsuitable buildings have not 
yet found entrance. — In such spots, at this 
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season, there is an admirable compass and pro- 
portion of natural harmony in colour, through 
the whole scale of objects ; — in the tender 
green of the after-grass upon the meadows 
interspersed with islands of grey or mossy rock, 
crowned by shrubs and trees ; in the irregular 
inclosures of standing com or stubble-fields in 
like manner broken; in the mountain sides 
glowing with fern of divers colours ; in the cabn 
blue Lakes and River^pools ; and in the foliage 
of the trees, throHgh all the tints of Autumn, 
from the pale and brilliant yellow of the birch 
and ash, to the deep greens of the unfaded oak 
imd alder, and of the ivy upon the rocks, upon 
the trees, and the cottages. Yet, as most tra* 
yellers are either stinted, or stint themselves, for 
time, I would recommend the space between 
the middle or last week in May and the middle 
or last week of June, as affording the best com- 
bination of long days, fine weather, and variety 
of impressions. Few of the native trees are 
then in full leaf; but, for whatever may be 
wanting in depth of shade, more than an equi- 
valent will be found in the diversity of foliage, 
in the blossoms of the fruit-and-berry-bearing 
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trees which abound in the woods, and in the 
golden flowers of the broom and other shrubs, 
with which many of the copses are interveined. 
In those woods, also, and on those mountain- 
sides which have a northern aspect, and in the 
deep dells, many of the spring-flowers still 
linger; while the open and sunny places are 
stocked with the flowers of approaching sum- 
mer. And, besides, is not an exquisite pleasure 
still imtasted by him who has not heard the 
choir of Linnets and Thrushes chaunting their 
love-songs in the copses, woods, and hedge* 
rows, of a mountainous country; safe from the 
birds of prey, which build in the inaccessible 
crags, and are at all hours seen or heard 
wheeling about in the air? The number of 
those formidable creatures is probably the cause 
why, in the narrcrw vallies, there are no Sky- 
larks; as the Destroyer would be enabled to 
dart upon them from the near and surrounding 
crags, before they could descend to their 
ground-nests for protection. It is not often 
that- Nightingales resort to these Vales ; but 
almost all the other tribes of our English 
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warblers are numerous ; and their notes, when 

listened to by the side of broad still waters^ or 

when heard in unison with the murmuring of 

mountain-brooks, have the -compass of thdr 

power enlarged accordingly. There is also an 

imaginative influence in the voice of the Cuckoo, 

when that voice has taken possession of a deep 

mountain valley, very different firom any thing 

which can be excited by the same sound in a 

flat country. Nor must a circumstance be 

omitted which here renders the close of Spring 

especially interesting ; I mean the practice of 

bringing down the ewes from the mountains to 

yean in the vallies and enclosed grounds. The 

herbage being thus cropped as it springs, that 

flrst tender emerald green of the season, which 

would otherwise have lasted little more than a 

fortnight, is prolonged in the pastures and 

meadows for many weeks; while they are 

farther enlivened by the multitude of lambs 

bleating and skipping about. These sportive 

creatures, as they gather strength, are turned 

out upon the open mountains, and with their 

slender limbs, their snow-white colour, and 
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their wild and light motions, beautifidly accord 
oi^ contrast with the rocks and lawns, upon 
which they must now begin to seek their food. 
And last, but not least, at this time the traveller 
will be sure of room and comfortably accom- 
modation, even in the smaller inns. I am 
aware that few of those, who may be inclined 
to profit by this recommendation will be able to 
do so, as the time and manner of an excursion 
of this kind is mostly regulated by circum- 
stances which prevent an entire freedom of 
choice. It will therefore be more pleasant 
to observe, that, though the months of July 
and August are liable to many objections, 
yet it often happens that the weather, at this 
time, is not more wet and stormy than they, 
who are really capable of enjoying the sublime 
forms of Nature in their utmost sublimity, would 
desire. For no Traveller, provided he be in 
good health and with any command of time, 
would have a just privilege to visit such scenes, 
if he could grudge the price of a little confine* 
ment among them or interruption in his journey 
for the sight or sound of a storm coming on or 
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clesring away. Insensible must he be who 
would not congratulate himself upon the bold 
bursts of sunshine, the descending vapours, 
wandering lights and shadows, and. the invi- 
gorated torrents and water-falls, with which 
broken weather, in a mountainous r^on, is 
accompanied. At such a time there i^ no cause 
to complain, either of the monotony of mid-» 
summer colouring or the glaring atmosphere of 
long, cloudless, and hot days.. 

Thus far respecting the most eligible season 
for visiting this country. As to the order in 
which objects are best seen -^ a Lake being 
composed of water flowing from higher grounds, 
and expanding itself till its receptacle is filled 
to the brim, — it follows, that it will appear to 
most advantage when approached from its 
oudet, especially if the Lake be in a mounr 
tainous country ; for, by this way of approadi, 
the traveller faces the grander features of the 
scene, and is gradually conducted into its most 
sublime recesses. Now, every one knows, that 
from amenity and beauty the transition to 
sublimity is easy and favourable; but the re- 



VIEWS FROM THE HEIGHTS. 109 

.verse is not so; for, after the faculties have 
been elevated, they are indisposed to humbler 
excitement. * 

It is not likely that a moimtain will be as- 
cended without disappointment if a wide range 
of prospect be the object, unless either the sum- 
mit be reached before sim-rise, or the visitant 
remain there until the time of sun-set, and 
afterwards. The precipitous sides of the moun>- 
tain, and the neighbouring summits, may be seen 
with effect under any atmosphere which allows 
them to be seen at all ; but he is the most for- 
tunate adventurer who chances to be involved in 
vapours which open and let in an extent of 



 The only instances to which the foregoing observ- 
ations do not apply, are Derwent-water and Loweswater. 
Derwent is distinguished from all the other Lakes by being 
surrounded with sublimity: the fantastic mountains of 
Borrowdale to the south, the solitary majesty of Skiddaw 
to the north, the bold Steeps of Wallow-crag and Lodore 
to the east, and to the west the clustering mountains of 
Newlands. Loweswater is tame at the head, but towards 
its outlet has a magnificent assemblage of mountains. 
Yet as far as respects the formation of such receptacles, 
the general observation holds good, neither Derwent nor 
Loweswater derive any supplies from the streams of those 
. mountains that dignify the Icuidscape t0¥rards the outlets. 



110 POINTS OF VIEW. 



\ 



country partially, or, dispersing suddenly, reveal 
the whole region from centre to circumference. 

A stranger to a mountainous country may 
not he aware that his walk in the early morn- 
ing, ought to be taken on the eastern side of the 
vale, otherwise he will lose the morning light, 
first touching the tops, and thence creeping down 
the sides of the opposite hills, as the sun ascends, 
or he may go to some central eminence, com- 
manding both the shadows from the eastern, and 
the lights upon the western, mountains. But, if 
the horizon line in the east be low, the western 
side may be taken for the sake of the reflections, 
upon the water, of light from the rising sun. 
In the evening, for like reasons, the contrary 
course should be taken. 

After all, it is upon the mind which a Traveller 
brings along with him that his acquisitions^ 
whether of pleasure or profit, must principally 
depend. — May I be allowed a few words upon 
this subject? 

Nothing is more injurious to genuine feeling 
than the practice of hastily and ungraciously 
depreciating the fiu;e of one country by compar- 
ing it with that of another. True it is, Qui bene 
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distinguit bene docet; yet fastidiousness is a 
wretched travelling companion; and the best 
guide to which, in matters of taste, we can entrust 
ourselves, is a disposition to be pleased. For 
example, if a Traveller be among the Alps, let 
him surrender up his mind to the fury of the 
gigantic torrents, and take delight in the con- 
templation of their almost irresistible violence, 
without complaining of the monotony of their 
foaming course, or being disgusted with the 
muddiness of the water*— apparent even where 
it is violently agitated. In Cumberland and 
Westmorland, let not the comparative wealoiess 
of the streams prevent him from sympathising 
with such impetuosity as they possess; and, 
making the most of present objects, let him, as 
he justly may do, observe with admiration the 
unrivalled brilliancy of the water, and that 
variety of motion, mood, and character, that 
arises out of the want of those resources* by 
which the power of the streams in the Alps is 
supported. — Again, with respect to the moun* 
tains ; though these are comparatively of dimi- 
nutive size, though there is little of perpetual 
snow, and no voice of summer-avalanches is 
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heard among them ; and though traces left by 
the ravage of thie elements are here compara- 
tively rare and wiimpressive, yet out of this very 
deficiencf proceeds a sense of stability and per- 
manence that is, to many minds, more grateful- 

** While the coarse rushes to the sweeping breeze 
^h forth their ancient melodies.'' • 

Among the Alps are few places that do not pre- 
clude this feeling of tranquil sublimity. Havoc, 
and ruin, and desolation, and encroachment, are 
every where more or less obtruded ; and it is dif- 
ficult, notwithstanding the naked loftiness of the 
PikeSy and the snow-capped summits of the 
Mounts^ to escape firom the depressing sensation 
that the whole are in a rapid process of dissolu- 
tion, and, wer^ it not that the destructive agency 
must abate as^the heights. diminish, would, in 
time to come, be levelled with the plains. Never- 
theless I would relish to the utmost the demon- 
strations of every species of power at work to 
eJFect such changes. 

From these general views let us descend a 
moment to detail. A stranger to mountain- 
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scenery naturally on his first arrival looks out for 
sublimity in every object that admits of it; and 
is almost always disappointed. For this disap- 
pointment there exists, I believe;, no general 
preventive ; nor is it desirable that there should. 
But, with regard to one class of objects, there is 
a point in which injurious expectations may be 
easily corrected. It is generally supposed that 
waterfalls are scarcely worth being looked at 
except after much rain, and that, the more swoln 
the stream, the more fortunate the spectator; 
but this is true only of large cataracts with sub- 
Ume accompamments; and not even of these 
without some drawbacks. The principal charm 
of the smaller waterfalls or cascades, consists in 
certain proportions of form and affinities of 
colour, among the component parts of the scene ; 
and in the contrast maintained between the fall- 
ing water and that which is apparently at rest, 
or rather settling gradually into quiet, in the pool 
below. The beauty of such a scene, where 
there is naturally so much agitation, is also 
heightened, in a peculiar manner, by the gZ/m- 
mertngf and, towards the verge of the pool, by 
the steady f reflection of the surrounding images. 
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Now, all those delicate distinctions are destroyed 
by heavy floods, and the whole stream rushes 
along in foam and tmnultuous confusion. A 
happy proportion of component parts is indeed 
noticeable among the landscapes of the North 
of England ; and, in this characteristic essential 
to a perfect picture, they surpass the scenes of 
Scotland, and, in a still greater degree, those of 
Switzerland. 

As a resident among the Lakes, I frequently 
hear the scenery of this country compared with 
that of the Alps; and therefore a few words 
shall be added to what has been incidentally 
said upon that subject. 

If we could recall, to this region of lakes, the 
native pine-forests, with whidi many hundred 
years ago a large portion of the heights was 
covered, then, during spring and autumn, it 
might frequently, with much propriety, be com* 
pared to Switzerland, — the elements of the land* 
sci^ would be the same — one country re> 
presenting the other in miniature. Villages, 
churches, rural seals, bridges and roads; green 
meadows and arable grounds, widi their various 
produce, and deciduous woods of diversified 
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foliage which occupy the vales and lower regions 
of the mountains, would, as in Switzerland, be 
divided by dark forests from ridges and round- 
topped heights covered with snow, and frc»n 
pikes and sharp declivities imperfectly arrayed 
in the same glittering mantle: and the resem- 
blance would be still more perfect on those days 
when vapours resting upon, and floating around 
the summits, leave the elevation of the mountains 
less dependent upon the eye than on the imagin- 
ation. But the pine-forests have wholly disap- 
peared ; and only during late Spring and early 
Autumn is realized here that assemblage of the 
imagery of different seasons, which is exhibited 
through the whole summer among the Alps, — 
winter in the distance, — and warmth, leafy 
woods, verdure and fertility at hand, — and 
widely diffiised- 

Striking, then, from among the permanent 
materials of the landscape, that stage of vegetation 
which is occupied by pine-forests, and, above 
that, the perennial snows, we have mountains, 
the highest of which little exceed SOOO feet, while 
some of the Alps do not fall short of 14«,000 or 
1 5,000, and 8,000 or 10,000 is not an uncommon 
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elevationr Our tracts of wood and water are 
almost as diminutive in comparison ; therefore, 
as far as sublimity is dependent upon absolute 
bulk and height, and atmospherical influences 
in connection with these, it is obvious, that there 
-can be no rivalship. But a short residence 
among the British Mountains will furnish abun- 
dant proof, that, a&jer a certain point, the sense 
of sublimity depends more upon form and 
relation of objects to each other than upon their 
actual magnitude ; and, that an elevation of SOOO 
feet is sufficient to call forth in a most impressive 
degree the creative and magnifying powers of the 
atmosphere ; so that, oil the score even of subli- 
mity, the superiority of the Alps is by no means 
so great as might hastily be inferred ;— and, as 
to the beauty of the lower regions of the Swiss 
Mountains, it is noticeable-— that, as they are all 
r^ularly mown, their surface has nothing of 
that mellow tone and variety of hues by which 
mountain tur^ that is never touched by the 
scythe, is distinguished. On the smooth and 
steep slopes of the Swiss hiUs, these plots of 
verdure do indeed make a lively contrast of 
colour, with the dark gre^i pine-groves that 
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define. them, and among which, they run m 
endless variety of shapes — but this is most pleas- 
ing at Jirst sight ; the permanent gratification of 
the eye requires finer gradations of tone, and a 
more delicate blending of hues into each other. 
Besides, it is only in Spring and late Autumn 
that cattle animate by their presence the Swiss 
lawns ; and, though the pastures of the higher 
regions where they feed during the Summer are 
left in their natural state of flowery herbage, those 
pastures are so remote, that their texture and, 
colour are of no consequence in the composition 
of any picture in which a lake of the Vales is a 
feature. Yet in those lofty r^ions, how vege* 
tation is invigorated by the genial climate of 
that country ! Among the luxuriant flowersr 
there met with, groves, or forests, if I may so 
call them, of Monks-hood are fi^equently seen ; 
the plant of deep, rich blue, and as tall as in 
pur gardens ; and this at an elevation where, in 
Cumberland, Icelandic moss would only be 
found, or the stony summits be utterly bare. 

We have, then, for the colouring of Switzer-* 
land, principally a vivid green herbage, black 
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woods, and dazzling snows, presented in masses 
with a grandeur to which no one can be insen- 
sible; but not often graduated by Nature into 
soothingharmony, and so ill suited to the pencil, 
that though abundance of good subjects may be 
there found, they are not such as can be deemed 
characteristic of the country ; nor is this unfit- 
ness confined to colour : the forms of the moun- 
tains, though many of them in some points of 
view the noblest that can be conceived, are apt 
to run into spikes and needles, and present a 
jagged outline which has a mean eflfect, trans- 
ferred to canvas. This must have been felt by 
the ancient masters ; for, if I am not mistaken, 
they have not left a single landscape, the 
materials of which are take^ from the pecur 
Uar features of the Alps ; yet Titian passed 
his life almost in their neighbourhood; the 
Poussins and Claude must have been well 
acquainted with their aspects; and several 
admirable painters, as Tibaldi and Luino, 
were bom among the Italian Alps. A few 
experiments have lately been made by English- 
men, but they only prove that courage, skill, 
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and judgment, may surmomit any obstacles; 
and it •may be safely affirmed, that they who 
have done best in this bold adventure, will be 
the least likely to repeat the attempt. But, 
though our scenes are better suited to painting 
than those of the Alps, I should be sorry to 
contemplate either country in reference to that 
9rt, further than as its fitness or unfitness for 
the pencil renders it more or less pleasing to the 
eye of the spectator, who has learned to observe 
and feel, chiefly firpm Nature herself. 

Deeming the points in which Alpine imagery 
is superior to British' too obvious to be insisted 
upon, I will observe that the deciduous woods, 
though in many places unapproachable by the 
axe, and trimnphing in the pomp and prodigality 
of Nature, have, in general*, neither the variety 
nor beauty which would exist in those of the 
Mountains of Britain, if lefl to themselves. 
Magnificent walnut-trees grow upon the plains 
of Switzerland ; and fine trees, of that species, 
are found scattered over the hill-sides : birches 
also grow here and there, in luxuriant beauty; 

* The greatest variety of trees is found in the Valais. 
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but neither these, nor oaks, are ever a prevailing^ 
tree, nor can even be said to be common ; and the 
oaks, as far as I had an opportmiity of observ- 
ing, are greatly inferior to those of Britain. 
Among the interior vallies, the proportion of 
beeches and pines is so great that other trees 
are scarcely noticeable; and surely such woods 
arS at all seasons much less agreeable than that 
rich and harmonious distribution of oak, ash, 
elm, birch, and alder, that formerly clothed the 
sides of Snawdon and Helvellyn ; and of which 
no mean remains still survive at the head of 
Ullswater. On the Italian side of the Alps» 
Ohesnut and wahiut-trees grow to a considerable 
height on the mountains; but, even there, the 
foliage is not equal in beauty to the natural pro- 
duct of this climate. 

As my object is to reconcile a Briton to the 
scenery of his own country, though not at the 
expence of truth, I am not afraid of asserting 
that in many points of view, our lakes also are 
much more interesting than those of the Alps ;^ 
$rst, as is implied above, from being more hap- 
pily proportioned to the other features of the 
, landscape, and next, both as being infinitely 
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more pellucid, and less subject to agitation from 
the winds. Como (which may perhaps be 
styled the King of Lakes, as Lugano is certainly 
the Queen) is disturbed by a periodical wind 
blowing from the head in the morning, and 
towards it in the afternoon. The magnificent 
Lake of the four Cantons, especially its noblest 
division, called the Lake of. Uri, is not only 
much agitated by winds, but in . the night time 
is disturbed from the bottom, as I was told, and 
indeed as I witnessed, without any apparent 
commotion iii the air ; and, when at rest, the 
water is not pure to the eye, but of a heavy green 
hue,-*- as is that of all the other lakes apparently, 
according to the degree in which they are fed by 
melted snows. If the Lake of Geneva frimishes an 
exception, this is probably owing to its vast extent 
which allows the water to deposit its impurities. 
The water of thel English Lakes, on the con- 
trary, being of a crystalline clearness, the re- 
flections of the surrounding hills are frequently 
so lively, that it is scarcely possible to distinguish 
the point where the real object terminates, and 
its unsubstantial duplicate begins. The lower 
part of the Lake of Geneva, (from its narrow- 
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oessj must be much less subject to agitation than 
the higher divisions, and, as the water is clearer 
than that of the other Swiss Lakes, it may 
e3dubit this appearance, though it is not possible 
in an equal degree. During two comprehen. 
sive Tours among the Alps, I did not observe, 
eKc^t on one of the smaller Lakes, between 
Lugano and Ponte Tresa, a single instance of 
those beautiful repetitions of the surrounding 
scenery on the bosom of the water, which are 
so frequently seen here : not to speak of the 
fine dazzling trembling net-work, breezy mo- 
tions, and streaks and circles of intermiagiied 
smooth and rippled water, whidb make the sur- 
face of our Lakes a field of endless variety. 
But among the Alps where eve^ thing tends 
to the grand and the sublime, in siur&ces as 
well as in forms, if the Lakes do not court the 
placid reflections of land objects,, those of first- 
rate magnitude make compenisation, in some 
degree, by exhibiting those ever-changing, fields 
of green, blue, and purple shadows or lights, 
(one scarcely knows which to name them) that 
caU to mind a sea^rospect contemplated fiv>m a 
lofiy cM. 
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The subject of torrents and water fidb has 
already been touched upon; but it may be 
added that the perpetual accompaniment of 
snow upon the higher regions, takes much 
from the effect of foaming white streams ; while, 
from their frequency, they obstruct in some de* 
gree each other's influence upon tlie mind of 
the spectator ; and, in all cases, the effect of an 
individual cata:ract, excepting the great Fall of 
the Rhme at Schaffhausen, is dimimshed by the 
g^ieral fury of the stream of which it is a part 

Reciuring to the reflexions from still water, 
I will d^cribe a singular phenomenon of this 
kind of whidi I was an eye-witness. 

Walking by the $ide of Ullswater upon a 
calm ^September morning, I saw, deep within 
the bosom of the lake, a magnificent Castle, with 
towers and battlements ; nothing could be more 
distinct thai! die whole edifice;*^ after gazing 
with ddight upon it for some time, as upon a 
work of enchantment, I could not but regret 
that my previous knowledge of the place en- 
abled me to aocoimt for the f^pdEorance.r It 
was in ^ot the reflexion of a ^Le^ure-ihouse 
called Lyulph's Tower^-itthe towens ahd battle- 
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ments magnified and so much changed in shdpe 
as not to be immediately recogniized." In the 
meanwhile, the pleasure-house itself was alto- 
gether hidden from my view by a body of 
vapour stretching over it and along the hill-side 
on which it stands, but not so as to have inter- 
cepted its communication with the lake; and 
hence this novel and most impressive object, 
which if I had been a stranger to the spot, 
would, -firom its being inexplicable, have long 
detained th^ mind in a state of pleasing astonish- 
ment. 

An appearance of this kind, acting upon the 
credulity of early ages, may have given birth to 
the stories of subaqueous palaces, gardens, and 
pleasure-grounds— the brilliant ornaments of 
Romance. 

With this inverted scene I. will couple a much 
more extraordinary phenomenon, which may 
shew how other elegant fancies may have had 
their origin, less in invention than in the actual 
processes of Nature. 

About eleven o'clock on the forenoon of a 
winter's day, coming suddenly, in company of a 
fi'iend, into view of the Lake' of Grasmere, we 
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were alarmed by the sight of a newly-created 
Island ; the transitory thought of the moment 
was, that it had been produced by an earth- 
quake or some other convulsion of nature. Re- 
covering from the alarm, which was greater 
than the reader can possibly sympathize with, 
but which was shared to its full extent by my 
companion, we proceeded to examine the object 
before us. The elevation of this new island 
exceeded considerably that of the old one, its 
neighbour ; it was likewise larger in circum- 
ference, comprehending a space of about. five 
iacres; its sur&ce rocky, speckled with snow, 
and sprinkled over with birch-trees; it was 
• divided towards the south from the other island 
by a narrow frith, and in like manner from the 
northern shore of the lake: on the east and 
west it was separated from the shore by a much 
larger space of smooth water. 
. Marvellous was the illusion! Comparing 
the new with the old Island, the surface of 
which is soft, green, and unvaried, I do not 
scruple to say that, as an object of sight, it was 
much the more distinct. " How little fiiith,'! we 
exclaimed, ^f is due to one sense, unless itsevi- 
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dence be confirmed by some of its fellows 1 
What Stranger could possibly be persuaded 
that this, which we know to be an unsubstantial 
mockery, is really so; and that there exists 
only a single Island on this beautifiil Lake ?' At 
length the appearance underwent a gradual trans* 
mutation ; it lost its prominoice and passed into a 
glimmering and dim inversion^ and then totally 
disappeared ;-*leaving behind it a clear open 
area of ice of the same dimensions. We now 
perceiized that this bed of ice, which was thinly 
suffiised with water, had produced the illusion, 
by reflecting and refracting (as persons skilled 
in optics would no doubt easily explain) a rocky 
and woody section of the opposite mountain 
named Silver How. 

Havingid^i^elt so miidi upon the beauty of pure 
and still wat^, and pointed out the advantage 
which die Lakes of the North of England have in 
this particular over those of the Alps, it would be 
injustice not to advert to. the sublimity that must 
often be given to Alpine scenes, by the agitations 
to which these vast bodies of diffiised water are 
there subject I have witnessed many tremendous 
thunder«-storms among the Alps,, and the most 
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glcnrious effects of light and shadow ; but I never 
happened to be present when any Lake was agi- 
tated by those hurricanes which I imagine must 
often torment them. If the commotions be at all 
proportionable to the expanse and depth of the 
waters and the hei^t of the surrounding moun- 
tains, then, if I may judge from what is fre- 
quently seen here, the exhibition must be awful 
and astonishing. — On this day, March 30. 1 822, 
the winds have been acting upon the small 
Lake of Bydal, as if they had received com- 
mand to carry its waters from their bed into the 
sky; the white IhUows in different quarters 
disappemred under clouds, or rather drifts, of 
i^ray, that were whirled along and up into the 
air by scouring winds, charging each other in 
squadrons in every direction, upon the Lake. 
The spray, having been hurried aloft till it lost 
its oonsisiency and whiteness, wa« driven along 
the mountain-tops like fljdng showers that 
vanish in the distance. IVequ^tly an eddying 
wind scooped the watars out of the basin, 
and forced theooot upwards in the very shape of 
an Icelandic Geyser, or boiling fountain, to the 
height of 800 or 900 feet 
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This small Mere of Rydal, from its position, 
is subject in a peculiar degree to thei^e commo- 
tions. The present season, however, is unusually 
stormy; -'-great numbers of fish, two of theih 
not less than 12 pounds weight, were a few days 
ago cast on the shores of Derwent-water by the 
force of the waves* 

. Lest, in the foregoing comparative estimate, 
I should be suspected of partiality to my native 
mountains, I will support my general (pinion 
by the authority of Mr. West, whose Guide to 
the Lakes has been eminently serviceable to 
the Tourist for nearly 50 yeiars; The Author, 
a Roman Catholic Clergyman, had passed much 
time iabroad, and was well acquainted ^th th6 
sceAery of the Contin«it. He thus expresses 
himself: ** They who intend to make the Con- 
tinental tour should begin here ; as it will give, 
in miniature, an idea of whait they are to meet 
with there, in traversing the Alps and Appe- 
tiines; to which our northern mount£uns are 
not iiiferior in beauty of line, or variety of 
summit, number of lak6s,.and transparency 
of ^water ; not in colouring of rock, or softness 
of turf; but in height and extent only. The 
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mountains here are ail accessible to the summit, 
and furnish prospects no less surprizing, and 
with more variety, than the Alps themselves. 
The tops of the highest Alps are. inaccessible, 
being covered with everlasting snow, which 
commencing at regular heights above the qut- 
tivated tracts, or wooded and verdant sides, 
form indeed the highest contrast, in > nature. 
For there may be seen all the variety of climate 
in one view. To this, however, we oppose the 
sight of the ocean, from the summits of all the 
hixrher mountains, as it appears intersected with 
^montories, decorated ^th islands, and ani- 
mated with navigation." r—West'5 Guide^ p. 5. 

It was my intention, several yeax» ago, to 
describe a regular tour through this country, 
taking the difierent spenes in the most. favour- 
able order; but after some progress had been 
made in the work it was abandoned from a 
conviction, that, if well executed, it would lessen 
the pleasure of the Traveller by anticipation, 
and, if the contrary, it would only mislead, him. 
The Reader may not however be displeased with 
the following extract from a letter to a Friend, 
giving an account of a visit to a summit of one 
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of die highest of these mountains ; of whidi I 
am reminded by the observations of Mr. West, 
and by reviewing what has been said of this 
district in comparison with the Alps. 

Having left. Rossthwaite in Borrowdale, on 
a bright morning in the first week of October, 
we ascended firom Seathwaite to the top of the 
ridge, called Ash-course, |and thence beheld 
three distinct views. On one side^ the con- 
tinuous Vale of Borrowdale, Keswick, and Bas- 
senthwaite,— -wkh Skiddaw, Helvellyh, Saddle- 
back, and numerous other mountains, — and, in 
the distance, the Solway Frith and the Mouur 
tains of Scotland. On the other side, and 
below us, the Langdale Pikes — their own vale 
below /ifcan/— Windermere, •— and^ &r beyond 
Windermere, ingkborough in Yorkshire. But 
how stall I speak of the deliciousness of the 
third prospect! At this time, that was most 
favoured by sunshine and shade. The green 
VMka of Bsk— deep and green, with its glittering 
serpent stream, was below us ; and, on we looked 
to the Mountains near the Sea-— Black Cmnb 
pre-eminent,— and, still beyond, to the Sea it^- 
self in d$aaimg brightness. Turning joxai^ 
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we saw the MonntaiBs of Wastdale in tumult; 
to our right. Great Gavel, the loftiest, a distinct, 
and ki^e form, &dugh the middle of the moun- 
tain was, to our eyes, as its base. 

We had attained the object of this journey ; 
but our ambition now mounted higher. We 
saw the summit of Scaw-fell, apparently very 
near to us ; and we shaped our course towards 
it; but, discovering that it could not be reached 
without first making a considerable descent, we 
resolved, instead, to aim tit another point of thfe 
same mountain, called the Pikes, which I have 
since found has been estimated as higher than 
the summit bearing the name of Scawfell Head, 
where the Stone Man is built. 

Tlie sun had never once been overshadowed 
by a cloud during the whcde of our progress 
fix)m the centre of Borrowdale: <— - on the sum- 
mit of the Pike, which we gained after much 
toil though without difficulty, there was not a 
breath of air to stir even the papers containing 
our refreshment, as tbey lay spread out upon a 
Tock. The stillness seenxied to be not of this 
world : — we paused, fuid kept silence to listen ; 
and no sound could be heard: the Scawfell 
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Cataracts were voiceless to us; and there was 
not an insect to hum in the air« The vales 
which we had seen from Ash-!<x)urse lay yet in 
view; and, side by side with EskdaJe, we now 
saw the sister Vale of Donnerdale terminated by 
the Duddon. Sands. But the majesty of the 
mountains below, and close to us, is not to be 
conceived. We now beheld the . whole mass 
of Great Gavel from its base,— the Den : of 
Wastdale at our.feet-^a gulph immdasurable: 
Grasmire and the other mountains of Crummock 
9— Ennerdale and its mountains ; and the Sea 
beyond ! Gladly would we have .tempered our 
beverage (for there was no spring or well near 
us) with such a supply ;of delicious water as we 
might have procured, had we been on the rival 
summit of Great Gavel ; for on its highest p<Hnt 
is a small triangular receptacle of water in th^ 
native rock, which, the shepherds $ay, is never 
.dry. There, we might have slaked our thirst 
plenteously with a pure and celestial beverage, 
.for the cup or basin, it appears, has no other 
feeder than the dews of heaven, the showers, 
the vapours, the hoar frost, and the spotless 
snow. . . 'V .. i 
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While we were gazing aroundi " Look," I 
exclaimed, ^^ at yon ship upon the glittering 
sea !" " Is it a Ship ?" replied our Shepherd- 
guide. ** It can be nothing else," interposed 
my companion; ^^ I cannot be mistaken, I 
am so accustomed to the appearance of Ships 
at sea." The Guide dropped the argument; 
but, b^re a minute - was gone, he quietly 
said, ^^ Now look at your Ship; it is changed 
into a Horse." So indeed it was,— a horse 
with a gallant neck and head. We laughed 
heartily ; and, I hope, when again inclined 
to be positive, I may remember the Ship and 
the Horse upon the glittering Sea; and the 
calm confidence, yet subinissiveness, of our wise 
Man of the Mountains, who certainly had more 
knowledge of clouds than we, whatever might 
be our knowledge of ships. ' ^ 

. I know not how long wte might have re- 
mained on the summit of the Pike, without a 
thought of moving, had hot our guide warned 
>us that we must not linger; for a storm was 
coming. We looked in vain' to esp>y the 
signs of it. Mountains, vales, and sea were 
^touched with the clear light of the sun. ^^ It is 
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there," he said, pomting to the sea beyond 
Whitehaven, and there we perceived a B^t 
vapour unnodceable but by a Shepherd ac* 
customed to watch all mountain bodings. We 
gazed around again, and yet' again, unwilling to 
lose the remembrance of what lay before us in 
that lofty: solitude'; and then prepared to de- 
part. Meanwhile the air changed to cold, and 
we saw that tiny vapour swelled into mighty 
masses of cloud which came bailing over the 
mountains. Great Gavel, HelveUyn, and Skid- 
daw, were wrapped in storm; yet Langdale^ 
and the mountains in that quarter, remained all 
bright. in sunshine. Soon the storm reached 
us; we sheltered under a crag; and almost 
ais rapidly as it had come it passed away, and 
left us free to observe the struggles of gloom 
and sunshine in other quarters. Langdale now 
bad its share, and the Pikes of Langdale were 
decorated by two splendid Rainbows; Sldddaw 
ako had its own Rainbows. Before we again 
reached Ash-course every doud had vamshed 
from every summit. . 

I ought to have m^ittoned that round the 
top. of Scawfell PiK£ not.a blade o£ grass is to 
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be seen. A few cushions cm: tufts of moss^ 
parched and brown, i^pear between the huge 
blocks and stones that lie in heaps on all sides to 
a great distance, like skeletons or bones of the 
earth not n^ded at the creation, and there left 
to be covered with never-^ying lidiens, whidi 
the clouds and dews nourish ; and adorn with 
colours of vivid and exquisite beauty. Flowers, 
the most brilliant feathers, and even gems, 
scarcely surpass in colouring some of those 
masses of stone, which no human eye beholds, 
except the Shepherd or Traveller be led thither 
by curiosity : and how seldom must this happen ! 
For the other Eminence is the one visited by the 
adventurous Traveller ; and the Shepherd has no 
inducement to ascend the Pike in quest of his 
Sheep ; for no food is there to tempt them. 

We certainly were singularly favoured in the 
weather ; for when we were seated on the sum- 
mit, our Conductor, turning his eyes thought- 
flilly round, said, ^^ I do not know that in my 
whole life, I was ever, at any season of the year, 
so high upon the mountains on so calm a day/' 
(It was the 7th of October.) Afterwards we 
had the storm, which exhibited the grandeur of 
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the earth and heavens commingled ; yet without 
terror. * We knew that it would pass away ; — 
for so our prophetic Guide had assured us. 

Before we reached Seathwaite in Borrowdale, 
a few stars had appeared, and we pursued' our 
way down the Vale, to Rossthwaite, by moon- 
light. 
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A BRIEF notice shall here be given of parti- 
culars in the several Vales of which the Country 
is composed. We will begin, as before, with 

WINDERMERE. 

This Lake is approached, by Travellers from 
the South, about the middle of its eastern side, 
at Bowness or by Orrest-head. The lower part 
is rarely visited, but has many interesting points 
of view, especially at Storr's Hall and at Fell- 
fort, where the Coniston Mountains peer nobly 
over the western barrier, which elsewhere along 
ithe whole Lake is comparatively tame. To one 
also who has ^cended the hill from Grathwaite 
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on the western side, the promontory called 
Rawlinson's Nab, Storr's Hall, and the Trout- 
beck Mbuntams, about sunset, make a splendid 
kindscape. The view from the Pleasure-house 
of the Station near the Ferry has suffered much 
from Larch plantations, and from other causes. 
Windermere ought to be seien both from its 
shores and from its surfiu;e« None of the other 
Lakes.unfold so many fresh beauties to him who 
sails upon them. This is owing to its greater 
size, to the islands*, and its having toio vales 
at the head, with their accompanying mountains 
of nearly equal dignity. Nor can the grandeur 
of these two terminations be seen at the same 
time fit>m any one point, except from the bosom 
of the Lake. The Islands may be explored at 
any time of the day ; but one bright unruffled 

* This Lake has seyenteen Islands. Among those that 
lie ttear the lai^gest, formerly called ^ Great Holm,*' may 
be noticed ^ Lady Hohn/' so called from the Yiigin who 
bad formeriy a Chapel or Oratory there. On the road from 
Kendal to the Great-boat, might ktely, and perhi^ may 
still be seen, the ruins of the Holy Cross; a place where 
the Pilgrims to tlus beautiiully sitinted shrine» most have 
been in the habit of offering up their devotions. — Two 
other of these Islands are named from the lily of the val- 
ley, which grows tha« in pix^fiision, ^ 
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eyening, must, if possible, be set apart for the 
splendour, the stillness, and solemnity of a three 
W voyage «pon the higher div^on of the 
Lake, not omitting, towards the end of the ex- 
cursion, to quit the expanse of water, and peep 
into the close and calm River at the head; whkh, 
in its quiet character, at such a time, appears 
rather like an overflow df the peacefial Lake it- 
self, than to have any more immediate oon'^ 
nection with the rough mountains whence it has 
descended, or the turbulent torrents by which it 
is supplied. Many persons content themselves 
with what they see of Windermere during their 
progress in a boat from Bowness to the head of 
the Lake, walki^ thence to Ambleside. But the 
whole HKuJ from Bowness is rich in diversity of 
pleasing or grand scenery ; there is scarcely a 
field on the road side, which, if entered, would 
not give to the landscape some additional charm. 
Low-wood Inn, a mile from the head of Win- 
dermere, is a pleasant halting-place; and the 
fields above it, and the lane that leads to Trout* 
beck, present beautifiil views towards each 
extremity of the Lake. From this place and 
from Ambleside, rides may be taken in numerous 
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directions, and the interesting walks are inex- 
haustible* ; a few out of the main road may be 
particularized; — the lane that leads towards 
Skelgill ; the ride, or walk by Rothay Bridge, 
and up the stream under Loughrigg Fell, con- 
tinued on the western side of Rydal Lake, and 
along the fell to the foot of Grasmere Lake, and 
thence round by the church of Grasmere : or, 
turning round Loughrigg Fell by Loughrigg 
Tarn and the River Brathay, back to Ambleside. 
From Ambleside is a charming excursion, by 
«Skelwith-fold and Colwith-force up Little Lang- 
dale, Blea Tarn, Dungeon-^yll water&ll (if 
Uiere be time) and down Ghreat Langdale. Stock- 
ghyll-foroe and Rydal water&Us, every one hears 
ojf. In addition to the two Streams at its hei(dwith 
their Vales, Windermere communicates with two 
lateral V aUies, that of Troutbeck, distinguished 
by the mountains at its head, by picturesque 
remains of cottage architecture, and by fine 
fore-grounds formed by the steep and winding 
banks of the river. The other, the vale of 

* Mr. preen's Guide to the Lakes in two vols, contains 
a complete Magazine of minute and accurate information 
of this kind, with the names of mountains, streams, &c 
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Hawkshead, is seen to most advantage by th^ 
approach from the ferry over Windermere — the 
Lake of Esthwaite, Hawkshead Church, and 
the cone of Langdale Pike in the distance^ 
There are delightful walks in that part of Gras« 
mere, called Easedale ; and the Vale is advan- 
tageously seen from Butterlip How. As this 
point is four miles on the way to Keswick, it 
may here be mentioned, that, from the high road 
between Keswick and Ambleside, which passes 
along the eastern side of the several Lakes of 
Rydal, Grasmere, and part of Wjrthbum, these 
lakes are not seen to the best advantage, parti- 
cularly Rydal, and Wythbum — the lower half 
of which is entirely lost. I^ therefore, the excur- 
sion from Ambleside has not been taken, ' a 
traveller on foot or on horseback would be well 
recompensed by quitting the high road at Rydal 
over Pelter Bridge, — proceeding on the wes- 
tern side of the two lakes to Grasmere Church; 
and, thence to Butterlip How. A second devi- 
ation may be made when he has advanced a 
little beyond the mile-stone, the sixth short of 
Keswick, whence there is a fine view of Legber- 
twhaite, with ' Blencathara (commonly called 
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Saddleback) in front Having previously en- 
quired, at the inn near Wythbum Chapel, the 
best way from this mile-stone to the bridge that 
divides the Lake, he must cross it, and proceed, 
with the Lake on the right, to the Hamlet near its 
termination, and rgoin the main road upon 
Shoulthwaite Moss, about tour miles from Kes- 
wick. These two deviations lengthen the journey 
scmiething less than three miles. Helvellyn 
may be ascended from Dunmail-raise by a foot 
Traveller, or from the Inn at Wythbum. 

CONISTON. 

The next principal Vale, that of Coniston, is 
best seen by entering the Country over the Sands 
of Lancaster. The Stranger, fit>m the moment he 
sets his foot on those Sands, seems to leave the 
turmoil and traffic of the world behind him; 
and, crossing the majestic phun whence the Sea 
has retired, he beholds, rising apparently from 
its base, the cluster of mountains amcng which 
he is going to wmder, and towards whose re- 
cesses, by the Vale of Coniston he is gradually 
and peaceftilly led. From die Inn at theliead 
of Coniston Lake, a Idsurely Traveller might 
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have mudi pleasure in looking into Yewdale 
and Tilberthwaite, returning to his Inn from 
the head of Yewdale by a mountain track 
which has the &xm of Tarn Hows, a little on 
the right ; — by this road is seen much the best 
view of Coniston Lake from the South. From 
Coniston it is best to pass by Hawkshead to the 
Ferry of Windermere, instead of going direct 
to Ambleside, which would bring the Traveller 
upon the head of the Lake, and consequently 
with much injury to its effect If the Lake of 
Coniston be visited from the upper end, it is 
scarcely worth while to proceed further than 
about a mile and a half down its eastern shore, 
for the sake of the views on returning. 

DoNNERDALE, or the Vale q£ the Duddon {er 
signifies upon) and the adjoining Vale of the 
EsK, are rarely visited by Travellers. — Donner- 
dale is best approached by Coniston over Wahia 
Scar, down to Seathwait^ New-fldid, and to the 
rocks where the river issues from a narrow pass 
into the broad Vale. The Stream is very inter- 
esting for the space of a mile above this point, 
and below, by Ulpha' Kirk, till it enters the 
Sands, where it is overlooked by the soHtary 
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Mountain Black Comb, the summit of which, as 
that experienced surveyor, the late Colonel 
Mudge, declared, commands a more extensive 
view than any point in Britain. Ireland he saw 
from it more than once, but not when the sun 
was above the horizon. 

" Close by the Sea, lone sentinel, 

Black-Comb his forward station keeps ; 
He breaks the sea's tumultuous swell, — 
And ponders o'er the level deeps. 

He listens to the bugle horn. 
Where Eskdale's lovely yalley bends ; 

Eyes Walney's early fields of com ; 
Sea-birds to Holker's woods he sends. 

Beneath his feet the sunk ship rests. 
In Duddon Sands, its mast all bare : 



9i 



The Mmttrelt of Windermere^ by Chas. Parish, B. D. 

Details of this Vale, are to be found in the 
Author's Poem " The River Duddon." 

In the Vale of Esk is aii interesting Water- 
fall, called Birker Force, that lies apart ; and, 
from the chasm, a fine mountain view of Scaw- 
fell. At the head of the Vale are conspicuous 
Remains of a Roman Fentress, 
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WASTDALE. 

Into this Dale are three horse-roads, viz. 
over the Stye fronts Borrowdale; a short cut 
over a ridge of Scawfell, by Bummoor Tarn, 
which road descends upon the head of the Lake ; 
and the prmcipal entrance firom the open coun- 
try at its foot : this is much the best approach. 
Wastdale is well worth the notice of the Tra- 
veller who is not afraid of &tigue ; no part of 
die country is more distinguished by sublimity. 

ENNERDALE. 

This Vale and Lake, though presenting some 
bold features, are only to be taken as leading to 
something else ; — the Vale may be approached 
by Pedestrians, at its head, from Wastdale; 
and also over the mountains from Buttermere-; 
and, by an indifferent Carriage-road, either from 
CaldeY Bridge, or Loweswater. 

THE VALE OF BUTTERMERE, &C. 

We are again in the beaten track of the 
Lakes, I will therefore pass to 



H 



H6 DIRECTION AND INFORMATION 

THE VALE OF KESWICK, 

Which place is the head-quarters of Tourists. 
The best views of Keswick Lake are from 
Crow Park; Frier's Crag; the Stable field, close 
by ; the Vicarage, and by taking the circuit of 
the Lake. More distant views, and perhaps fidl 
as interesting, are firom the side of Latrigg; 
from Qrmathwaite, and Applethwaite ; and 
thence along the road at the foot of Skiddaw 
towards Bassenthwaite, for about a quarter of a 
mile. There are fine bu-d's-^ye views fi-om the 
Castle hill ; fi-om Ashnessj^ on the road to 
Watenlath, and by following the Watenlath 
Stream downwards to the Cataract of Lodore. 
This Lake also, if the weather be fine, ought to 
be circumnavigated. There are good views 
along the western side of Bassenthwaite Lake, 
and firoih Armathwidte at its foot; but the 
eastern side fi*om the high road has little to 
recommend it. The Traveller fi*om Carlisle ap- 
proaching by way of Ireby has, firom the top 
of Bassehthwaite-hawBe, mudb the most striking 
view of the Plain and Lake of Bassenthwaite^^ 
flanked by Skiddaw^ and terminated by Wallow- 
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crag on the south-east of Derwent Lake; thi^ 
same point commands an extensive view of 
Solway Frith and the Scotch M omitains. Hiey 
who take the circuit of Derwent Lake, may at 
the same time include Borrowbale, going as 
far as Bowder-Stone, or Rossthwaite ; Borrow- 
dale is also oonveniently seen on the way to 
Wastdale ; or to Butteimere^ by Seatoller and 
tionister-Crag; or, over the Stye to Lan^daie, 
and Ambleside. Buttennere may be viated by 
a shorter way, through Newlands, but the best 
approach is from Soale-hHl: the Mountains of 
this vale are nowhere so impressive as fnmi the 
bosom of Crummock Lake. Scale-fosce is a 
fine Water&U. 

ULLSWATBR 

Is findy approached from Keswick* by Mat* 
teardale and Lyulph's Tower into Gowbarrow 
Park ; -^a magnificent view is unfolded of the 
two higher reaches of the Lake. Airey Force 
thunders down the Ghyll on the left, at a small 

* Pedestrians and Traydlere on horseback cross the 
lower part of St. John's Vale, but a carriage must go a 
few miles along Hutton Moor before it turns off. 

H 2 
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distance from the road. If Ullswater beapproach- 
ed from Pemritb, a mile and a half brings you to 
the winding vale of Emont, and the prospects 
increase in interest till you reach Patterdale; 
but the first four miles along Ullswater by 
this road are comparatively tame, and in order 
to see the lower part of the Lake to advan- 
tage, it is necessary to go round by Pooly- 
bridge, and to ride at least three miles 
along the Westmorland side of the water, to- 
wards Mardndale. The views, especially if you 
ascend from the road into the fields, are mag- 
nificent; yet this is only mentioned that the 
transient Visitant may know what e3dsts ; for it 
would be inconvenient to go in search of them. 
They who, take this course of three or four 
miles onjbotj should have a boat in readiness at 
the end of the walk, to carry them across to the 
Cumberland side of the Lake, near Old Church, 
thence to pursue the road upwards to Patter- 
dale. The Church-yard Yew-tree survives at 
Old Church, but there are no remains of a 
Place of Worship, a New Chapel having been 
erected in a more central situation, which 
Chapel was consecrated by the then Bishop of 
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Carlisle, when on his way to crown Queen 
EUizabeth, he being the only Prelate who would 
undertake the office. It may be here menticmed 
that Bassenthwaite Chapel, yet stands in a bay as 
sequestered, as the Site of Old Church ; such 
situations having been chosen in disturbed times 
to elude marauders. . 

The Trunk, or Body of the Vale of Ullswaler 
need not be fiirther noticed, as its beauties shew 
themselves : but the curious Traveller may wish 
to know something of its tributary Streams. . 

At Dalemain, about three miles from Pen^ 
rith, a Stream is crossed called the Dacr^ op 
Dacor, which name it bore as early as the time 
of the Venerable Bede. Tliis stredm ddes not 
enter the Lake, but joins the Emoht a mile 
below; it rises in the moorish Country about 
Penruddock, flows down a soft sequestered 
Valley, passing by the ancient mansions of 
Hutton John and Dacre Castle. Hie former 
is pleasantly situated, though of a character 
^mewhat gloomy and monastic, and from 
lome of the fields near Dalemaiii, Dacre 
Castle, backed by the jagged summit of Saddle 
Back, with the Valley, and Stream in front, 

iH S 
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fonns a grand pictore. There is no otl^r 
stream that conducts to any glen or valley 
worthy of being mentioned, till we reach .that 
which leads up to Airey Force, and thence into 
Matterdale, before spoken of. Matterdaie, 
though a wild and interesting spot, has no 
peculiar features that would make it worth the 
Stranger's while to go in search of them ; but 
in Gowbarrow Park, the lover of Nature might 
linger for hours. Here is a piowerful Brook, 
which dashes among rocks through a deep glen, 
huiig on every side with a rich and happy in- 
termixture of native wood ; here are beds of 
luxuriant fern, aged hawthorns, and hollies 
decked with honeysuckles; and fallow-deer 
glancing and bounding over the lawns and 
through the thickets. These are the attractions 
of the retired views, or constitute a foreground 
for ever-varjring pidures of the majestic Lake, 
forced to take a winding course by bold promon- 
tories, and environed by. mountains of sublime 
form, towering above each other. At the 
outlet of Gowbarrow. Park, we reach a third 
stream, which flows through a little recess 
called Glencoin, where lurks a single house, 
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yet visible from the road. Let the Artist or lei- 
surely Traveller turn aside to it, for the buildings 
and objects around them are romantic and 
picturesque. Having passed under the steeps 
of Styebarrow Crag, and the remains of its 
native woods, at Glenridding Bridge, a fourth 
Stream is crossed. * 

The opening on the side of Ullswater Vale, 
down which the Stream flows, is adorned with 
fertile fields, cottages, and natural groves, that 
agreeably unite with the transverse, views of the 
Lake ; and the Stream, if followed up after the 
enclosures are left behind, will lead along bold 
water-breaks and waterfalls to a silent Tarn in 
the recesses of Helvelleyn. This desolate spot 
was formerly haunted by eagles, that built in 
the precipice which forms its western barrier. 
These birds used to wheel and hover round the 
head . of the solitary angler. It also derives a 
melancholy interest from the &te of a young 
man, a stranger, who perished some years ago, 
by falling down the rocks in his attempt to 
cross over to Grasmere. His remains Were 
distovered by me»ns of a faithftil dog thi^ had 
lingered here for the space of three months, 
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self-supported, and probably retaioing to the 
hst an attachment to the skeletcm of its master. 
But to return to the road m the main. Vale of 
UUswater. — At the head of the Lake (being now 
in Patterdale) we cross a fifth Stream, Grisdale 
Beck; this would conduct through a woody 
steep, where may be seen some unusually large 
ancient hollies, up to the level area of the Valley 
of Grisdale; hence there is a path fin* foot- 
travellers, and along which a horse may be led, 
to Grasmere. A sublime combination of moun- 
tain forms appears in froM while ascending the 
bed of this valley, and the impression increases 
till the path leads almost immediately under the 
projecting masses, of Helvellyn. Having re- 
traced the banks of the Stream to Patterdale^ 
and pursued the road up the main Dale, the 
next considerable Stream would, if ascended in 
the same manner, conduct to Deep^dale, the 
character of whidi Valley may be conjectured 
from its name* It is terminated by a cove, a 
craggy and gloomy abyss,, with predpitovs 
sides; a fiuthful receptacle of the snows that 
are driven into it, by the west wind, from tihe 
summit of Fairfield. Lastly, having gone alcmg 
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the western side of Brother's-water and passed 
Hartsop Hall, a Stream sopn after issues from a 
CQve richly decorated with native wood. This 
spot is, I believe, never explored by Travellers ; 
but, from these sylvan and rocky recesses who- 
ever looks back on the gleaming surface of 
Brother's-water, or forward to the precipitous 
sides fthd lofty ridges of Dove Crag, &c. will 
be equally pleased with the beauty,^ tlie gran* 
deul*, and the wildness of the scenery. 
^ Seven Glens or ,Vallies have been noticed, 
which branch off from the Cumberland side of 
the Vale. The opposite side has only two 
Streams of any importance, one of which 
would lead up from the point where it 
crosses the Kirkstone-road, near the foot of 
Brother's-water, to the decaying hamlet of 
Hartsop, remarkable for its cottage architecture, 
and thence to Hayswater, much frequented by 
anglers. The other, coming down Martindale, 
enters Ullswater at Sandwike, opposite to Gow- 
barrow Park. No persons but such as come to 
Patterdale, merely to pass through it, should 
fail to walk as far as Blowick, the only enclosed 
land which on this side borders the higher part 
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of the Lake. The axe has here indiscriixunately 
levelled a rich wood of birches and oBks, that 
divided this &voared spot into a hundred pic- 
tures. It has yet its land*locked bays, and 
rocky promcmtories ; but those beautifid woods 
are gone, which perfected its seclusion; and 
scenes, that might formerly have been compared 
to an inexhaustible volume, are now spread be- 
fore the eye in a single sheet, magnificent indeed, 
but seemingly perused in a moment ! From 
Blowick a narrow track conducts along the 
craggy side of Place-fell, richly adorned with 
juniper, and sprinkled over with birches, to the 
Village of Sandwyke ; a few straggling houses, 
that with the small estates attached to them, 
occupy an opening opposite to Lyulph's Tower 
and Gowbarrow Park. This stream flows down 
Martmdale, a valley deficient in richness^ but 
interesting from its seclusion. In Vales of this 
character the general want of wood gives a pe* 
culiar interest to the scattered cottages, eak» 
bowered in sycamores ; and few of the Moun- 
tain Chapels are more striking than this of Mar- 
tindale, standing as it does in the centre of the 
Valley, with one dark yew-tree, and enelosed by 
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" Sr bare ring of mossy wall." The name of 
Boardale, a deep, bare, and houseless Valley, 
which commmiicates with Mdrtindale, shews 
that the wild Swine were once numerous in that 
nook ; and Martindale Forest is yet one of the 
few spots in England ranged over by red deer. 
These are the descendants of the aboriginal 
herds. In Martindale, the road loses sight of 
the Lake, and leads over a steep hill, bringing 
you again into view of Ullswater. Its lowest 
reach, four miles in lengthy is before you; and 
the view terminated by the long ridge of Cross 
Fell in the distance. Immediately under the 
eye is a deep-indented bay, with a plot of 
fertile land, traversed by a small brook, and 
rendered chearful by two or three substantial 
houses of a more ornamented and showy ap- 
pearance than usual in these wild spots. 

From Poolly Bridge, at the foot of the Lake, 
Hawes-water may be conveniently visited. 
Hawes-water is a lesser Ullswater, with this 
advantage, that it remains undefiled by the in- 
trusion of bad taste. 

Lowther Castle is about four miles from 
Pooly Bridge, and, if during this Tour the 
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Stranger has complained, as he will have had 
i:eason to do, of a want of majestic trees, he may 
be abundantly recompenced for his loss in the 
far-spreaduig woods which smround that man- 
sion. 
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